
Parish Mission Statement  
Empowered  by  the  Holy  Spi r i t ,  we ,  the  people  o f  Ascension,  s t r i ve  to  be  un i ted  in  Chr i s t  

t hrough  worship  and prayer ,  grow in  Chri s t  through  God’s  word  and the  sacraments ,   

and  serve  Chri s t  in  one  another  by  shar ing  t ime,  ta len t  and treasure .  

F I F T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E

F E B R U A R Y  4 ,  2 0 2 4  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 4, 2024 

Mark 1:29-39 

Dear Ascension Family, 

Blessings of peace and good health!  I would like to 

reiterate my appreciation and gratitude to everyone of you for 

your generous support to the 2023 Annual Catholic Appeal.  We reached the amount of 

$66,831.06, much beyond our goal of $51,617.00.  It really shows your loving concern and 

care for the people in need in various ways, whom the ACA is serving.  My special thanks 

to Yolanda De Castro, the parish Director of Stewardship. 

The gospel reading today describes a typical day in the ministry of Jesus.  It tells us 

that “the whole town was gathered at the door” of Simon’s house.  They carried their sick 

and demon-inflicted loved ones.  Christ cured them of their diseases and expelled the de-

mons.  But, “rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to a deserted place, where 

he prayed.”  Indeed Jesus was so busy preaching and healing that at times he did not have 

time to eat.  And yet, he had time to pray.  No matter how busy and exhausted he was, Jesus 

would always find time to pray and to be with his Father.  He did not allow his Father to be 

crowded out of his life by activities.  Pope John Paul II reminded religious “not to get so 

taken up by the work of the Lord that they would forget the Lord of the work.” 

Jesus was a man of prayer.  Prayer was his secret weapon.  Here lies the secret of 

his successful ministry.  All his teachings and deeds were preceded by and proceeded from 

prayer.  He spent 40 days praying in the desert before starting his public ministry.  He spent 

a whole night in prayer before choosing the 12 apostles.  Before every miracle he per-

formed, he prayed to God.  When the people wanted to make him king after the miracle of 

the loaves and fishes, he escaped to the mountain to pray.  Before his passion and death, he 

spent long hours in agonizing prayer at the Garden of Gethsemane. 

Some people say:   “My action is my prayer.”    I am reminded of the activism days 
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in the  1970’s in the Philippines.  I was in the college seminary then.  I know of a group of college university students who  were activists 

protesting against the abuses and anomalies of government leaders.  One of them said to me:  “I don’t go to Mass.  I go to the masses.” 

That was a popular slogan among the activists.  Aside from the pun, there seems to be a grain of truth in it.  If our Masses do not sharpen 

our concern for the needy, or if this concern does not lead to action, what good are our Masses?  Our Masses should lead us to the 

masses.  We must learn how to be with Jesus in his concern for the poor and the needy.  On the other hand, however, action without 

prayer can easily become totally self-directed, self-propelled, rather than inspired by God. 

A true Christian must be a person of action and a person of prayer.  What we do must be according to God’s will.  And we can-

not do this without prayer.  I am reminded of my spiritual director when I was in Theology.  He said to me that to live a spiritual life 

without prayer is like fish trying to swim without water. 

The question is “How do we pray?”  The answer is there are as many ways as there are people.  God relates to each one of us as 

a unique person with our own background and temperament.  Just as we relate to our close friends spending time together, sharing fun 

and tears, we can do the same with Jesus.  Not so much with suitcases of novena booklets, but with words and sentiments straight from 

our heart. 

God speaks to us in many ways.  The trouble is we don’t always listen or recognize his voice because of the distractions of this 

world, like concern for wealth, power, popularity, or certain questionable relationships.  God’s voice is drowned out amidst all these dis-

tractions and attractions. 

That is why the “sacred time” with the Lord is so important.  It does not have to be a five-day retreat (although that would be 

most helpful).  But everyone can spare 15 to 30 minutes each day to pray.  Or, one can do the “consciousness examen” at the end of the 

day.  First, thank God for all the blessings for the day.  Then try to look back to see how God has been present to you today, and how 

have you responded to him.  Next, be sorry for your lack of response, and thank him for the successes and growth in your spiritual life. 

Then look forward to the next day to see how he is likely to encounter you.  End with a closing prayer in your own words or the “Our 

Father.” 

Praying for you all, 

Fr. Anacleto 

SACRAMENTS

Baptism 

2nd Saturday of the month @ 11:00 AM, Baptism Class is the 

last Saturday of the month preceding the baptism @ 9:00 AM, 

pre-registration is needed, available in English & Spanish in-

struction. Please call the rectory to schedule, at least one month 

ahead of desired date. For further information and for the re-

quirements of the godparents, please call the Rectory office. 

Confession

Saturday @ 4:00 – 4:40 PM and by appointment

Marriage 

Couple should contact the rectory office for information and 

registration at least 6 months prior to the date of marriage. 

Anointing of the Sick 

Call the rectory to arrange for a Priest’s visit 

CHURCH OFFERING 

January 28, 2024

1st Collection - $5,014.00 

2nd Collection - $1,807.00 (Churches in Need)

Upcoming Collections 

February 4th - Fuel Offering 

February 11th - Faith Formation 

February 14th - Ash Wednesday 

February 18th - Black and Indian Missions 

February 25th - Youth Ministry 

Online Giving 

If you are interested in donating online, please visit the parish 

website. Parishioners can schedule their contribution to be made 

weekly, bi-weekly or monthly.

Religious Education 

Faith Formation Classes are held Sundays from 8:45 AM to 

11:00 AM.   Classes take place at the Ascension School, 86-37 

53rd Avenue, (across the street from the firehouse).   The classes 

run from September through June.  Classes are for children in 

grades 1 through 8th .   Proof of baptism is required for children 

who are being registered for the first time, as well as birth cer-

tificate.  For further information on registration please call the 

Rectory Office at 718-335-2626.  

Volunteers Needed:  If you would be interested in volunteering 

for the Faith Formation Program, please call the Parish Office 

at 718-335-2626  

or e-mail ascensionfaithformationoffice@gmail.com 

Religious Education Calendar 

February 4th, Sunday, Confirmation Students and Parent meet-

ing at the school at 9:00 AM, followed by Mass at 11:30 AM. 

At least one parent must attend with child.  

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 

Are you an unbaptized adult but want to be baptized in the 

Catholic church? Or, are you baptized non-Catholic who desires 

to be a Catholic? Or, are you baptized Catholic in need of the 

Sacrament of Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation for 

Adults is the place for you.   Registrations are presently being 

accepted at the Rectory Office.  For further information please 

call the Rectory office at 718-335-2626. 



  
Saturday, February 3rd 

 5:00  PM Irene Macaraeg (L) 

 

Sunday, February 4th  
  8:30 AM People of the Parish 
 

10:00 AM Ascension Parish Rosary Society (L) & (D) 
 

11:30 AM Victoria T. Lo 
 

  1:00 PM Gabriela Moreno  

  Tomas Perez (L), Florencia Perez (L), 

  Candelaria Perez (L) 

  Miembros del Grupo de Oracion Ministerio  

  Inmenso Dios (L) 

  Myra Liliana Olivares (L) 

  Teofila Xochimitl, Pedro Xochimitl Toxqui (L) 

  Guillermo & Gladys Ordoñez 

  Sandra Juarez (L), Jose Alvaro Tlachino (L), 

  Luisa Toxqui Hernandez, Laura Xochimitl (L) 

  Alison Guevara, Almas del Purgatorio 
 

   5:00 PM Sto. Niño - Hubo 
  

Monday, February 5th - St. Agatha, Virgin and Martyr 

7:00 AM Sebastian & Pauline Tavaris 

9:00 AM Deceased Members of Devaney Family 
 

Tuesday, February 6th - St. Paul Miki and Companions,  

                                         Martyrs 

7:00 AM Val & Rachel Tavaris 

9:00 AM Bellla Tran (L) 
 

Wednesday, February 7th  
7:00 AM Robert & George Tavaris 

9:00 AM Bartholomew Barrins 

7:00 PM  San Guillermo Group 
 

Thursday, February 8th - St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine  

                             Bakhita, Virgin  

7:00 AM Errol & Juliet Fern 

9:00 AM Margaret Purvis & Vittorio La Bruna 
 

Friday, February 9th
 

7:00 AM Michael Mare 

9:00 AM J.P. Ghali 
 

Saturday, February 10th  - St. Scholastica, Virgin  

9:00 AM Alejandro & Araceli Tiangco 

  Rebecca Navarro (L), Ruby Tan (L) 

  Laura Kreft (L), Delma Bordeos (L) 
 
                          

                      Pray for the Sick: 

Rosa Tan, Carmen Moredo, Sandra P. Carvajal. Julissa Mar-

tinez, Luis Arnulfo, Elizabeth Yee, Elie Fornilda, Jose Rey-

nel Vigoya, Joel Rivera, Sursatti Shaw, Gloria Patricia Rios, 

Harold, Diego y Kennedy Gomez, Elisa Marquina, Maria 

Daulo, Jose M. Rosado, Karla Nicole Paredes, Romelia Arenas, Ru-

biela Arenas, Enrique Soto, Eduardo D. Soto, Teresita Danseco, 

Evangeline & Victoria Danseco, Nazarette Serion, Greta Tasayco, Ner-

issa Infante, Laura Kreft,  Shirley Ann Gundran, Egbert Nuñez, Avelina 

Quilung, Dennis Anthony Calimlim, Exelito Valencia, Bonifacio 

Guiab, Margie Bulwag, Egbert Nuñez, Maria Dala Rosa George, Re-

nato Go, Leticia Maranan, Denise Giglio, Rustico Castellano, Beth 

Bagnol Enriquez, Cely DeBorja, Vanessa Velasquez.   To add names, 

please call the Parish Office. 

MEMORIALS 
                                           February 4  –  February 10 

 

 

Altar Bread and Wine has been donated 

In Loving Memory of 

William A. Ong 
 

 

                   Sanctuary Lamp will burn 

In Loving Memory of 

                              Robert E. Slattery 
                       
      

  Altar Flowers has been donated 

          In Loving Memory of 
(please contact the Rectory Office to request a flower memorial) 
 

 

 

 

                           Altar Candles will burn 

                                             for 

                                       Laura Kreft 

                        Requested by:  mother, Laura 
 

 

Memorials are available, kindly contact Rectory Office. 
 
 

 

EUCARISTIC REVIVAL 2022-2024 

EXPLANATION OF THE MASS 
After a series of short catechesis on the sacrament of the Eucharist, we 

will now have a series of short explanation of the  

different parts of the Mass. 
 

Prayer over the Offerings:  The Prayer over the Offerings is 

done to ask God to accept and bless our humble gifts, and to 

deem it worthy to use the bread and wine as the matter for the 

Consecration.  
 

The Eucharistic Prayer:  The Eucharistic Prayer, also called 

anaphora, is the part of the Mass where the sacrifice of Christ is 

sacramentally reenacted.  It include the Preface, Holy, Conse-

cration, Memorial Acclamation, Doxology and Great Amen. 
 

Preface:  The Preface is a hymn of gratitude to the Father for 

all the blessings he has given us, especially the incarnation of 

Christ.  The text of the Preface changes according to the season 

or the celebration of the day, but it always ends in this or similar 

manner;  “And so with angels and archangels and the whole 

company of heaven we sing the unending hymn of your praise.” 
 

Holy:  The Sanctus, or Holy, is a hymn of praise which resem-

bles the one sung by the saints and angels in Paradise.  The first 

part is taken from the angelic hymn of Isaiah:  “Holy, holy, holy 

is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory” (Isaiah 

6:3); the second part recalls the joyful shouts of the people 

when Jesus entered Jerusalem:  “Hosanna!  Blessed is the one 

who comes in the name of the Lord”(Mark 11:9). 
 

(Continuation on page of Saint’s Corner) 

United in Communion,  

United in Charity 
 

 Summary Report as of  January 29, 2024 
 

  Goal:            $51,617 

  Pledged:                 $68,741,06 

                Received:                  $67,331.06 
 

 To donate on-line: https://catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-

appeal/Checks can be made out directly to:  

Annual Catholic Appeal 

Diocese of Brooklyn P.O. Box 310 

Kensington, CT 06037-0310 
 

Remember, that no gift is too small. Thank you. 



Spanish Corner:  

El Sacramento del Bautismo 

Tenemos Bautismo en español el tercer sábado del mes a las 

11:00 AM La clase pre-bautismal será el sábado antes del 

bautismo a las 9:00 AM Se requiere inscripción previa para la 

clase y el Bautismo, lo menos con un mes de anticipación. 

Llamar a la oficina parroquial para más información y para los 

requisitos de los padrinos. 
 

Clases de Educación Religiosas Para Adultos 

La Orden de la Iniciación Cristiana de Adultos (OICA) son cla-

ses para adultos necesitados de recibir los sacramentos de Bau-

tismo, Comunión o Confirmación.  Las clases de OICA también 

son para adultos que no son Católicos, pero están interesados en 

ser Católico.   
 

Para información sobre el programa y atención en español, 

llamar al 718-335-2626, en el horario de día de lunes a viernes. 
 

Clases De Educación Religiosa para Niños/Jóvenes 

Las clases de Educación Religiosa para los niños/jóvenes del 

primero a octavo grado toman lugar los domingos de 8:45 AM a 

11:00 AM de septiembre a junio.  Las clases toman lugar en la 

Escuela Asunción, 86-37 53rd Avenue, (frente la estación de 

bomberos).  Se requiere prueba de bautismo y acta de nacimiento 

para todo niño registrado por primer vez.  Para más información 

en español llamar al 718-335-2626, en el horario de día de lunes 

a viernes. 
 

Nuestra parroquia necesita catequistas y voluntarios para el pro-

grama de educación religiosa.  Animamos a los que puedan a 

compartir su fe Católica, su tiempo y talento.  Si le interesa, fa-

vor de llamar a la Oficina Parroquial, 718-335-2626. 

 

Campaña Católica Anual Del 2023 

Unidos en Comunión     Unidos en Caridad 

Más que nunca, necesitamos su ayuda para difundir la luz de 

Cristo en nuestra ciudad y vecindarios contribuyendo a la 

Campaña Católica Anual del 2023.  Su participación lo une en la 

fe con otros en la iglesia para hacer buenas obras durante 

tiempos desafiantes con nuevas formas innovadoras:   
 

Haga su donación hoy en Annual Catholic Appeal.org o envié un 

texto con las siglas ACA al 917-336-1255.  Para donar en línea: 

https://catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-appeal/    
 

Recuerden que cualquier cantidad será aceptada. Gracias. 

 

Registro Parroquial 

Si asiste a esta Iglesia le sugerimos que se regístrese como 

miembro de nuestra parroquia.  Formularios de inscripción están 

disponibles en la oficina parroquial.  Los sobres de donación 

vienen con registro y utilizándolos nos permiten darle un 

informe de sus contribuciones para fines impositivos.  Tener su 

nombre en nuestros registros es la única manera que tenemos de 

certificar que usted es un católico practicante, ya que tenemos 

que hacer para personas que se les pide que sirvan de 

patrocinadores (padrinos) de bautismo o confirmación. 
 

 

Reunión de Padres y Estudiantes en Preparación para la 

Confirmación 

Habrá una reunión para los padres y estudiantes en preparación 

para la Confirmación el domingo, 4 de febrero a las 9:00 AM en 

la escuela, seguido por la Misa de 11:30 AM.  Si los dos padres 

no pueden asistir, un padre deberá de estar presente. 

 

 

PRAYER GROUPS  &  DEVOTIONS 
Monday:  Miraculous Medal Novena 

Mondays @ 9:30 AM 
 

Tuesday:  Spanish Prayer Group @ 7:00 PM 
 

Wednesday: Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Novena @ 9:30 AM | Novena Mass  

@ 7:00 PM (1st Wednesday) 
 

Friday:  Holy Hour / Exposition & Benediction 

1st Friday @ 9:30 AM Mass 
 

Our Lady of Fatima | Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

& Black Nazarene 

1st Friday – Angelus | Rosary | Novena to Our Lady 

of Fatima @ 6:00 PM &   

Mass @ 7:00 PM  
 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group & Choir 

4th Friday 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

Saturday:  2000 Hail Mary 

1st Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

Lady of Mary Mediatrix of all Grace 

2nd Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

El Shaddai 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturday  

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

Sunday:  Ascension Parish Rosary Society 

1st Sunday @10:00 AM  
 

Religious Education Children’s Choir 

2nd, 3rd ,4th  and if applicable 5th Sunday @ 11:15 

 AM-12:30 PM 
 
 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group and 

God the Father of All Mankind Devotion 

Prayer Group 

4th Sunday @ 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (Lower Church) 

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (Church) 

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

 

CFC Christian Life Program* 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, and if applicable 5th Sunday 

@ 2:00 to 5:00 PM (Lower Church) 

    4th Sunday of the month @ 3:00 to 6 PM (Lower Church) 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *  

Rosary Making Ministry   

                           To request supplies and/or pick up rosaries,  

                  please email: marie_panas@msn.com 
 

 

 

EVENTS / NEWS & UPDATES 

Feast of San Guillermo:   
February 1st:   Holy Rosary at 6:30 pm  Mass at 7:00 pm 

February 2nd:  Holy Rosary at 6:00 pm  Mass at 6:30 pm 

February 3rd:  Holy Rosary at 6:30 pm  Mass at 7:00 pm 

February 4th:  Holy Rosary at 6:30 pm  Mass at 7:00 pm 

February 5th:  Holy Rosary at 6:30 pm  Mass at 7:00 pm 

February 6th:  Holy Rosary at 6:30 pm  Mass at 7:00 pm 

February 7th:  Holy Rosary at 6:30 pm  Mass at 7:00 pm 

February 8th:  Holy Rosary at 6:30 pm  Mass at 7:00 pm 

February 9th:  Holy Rosary at 6:30 pm  Mass at 7:00 pm 

Feast Day, Saturday, February 10th: Holy Rosary at 6:00 pm 

Procession/Flower Offering (inside the church) at 6:30 pm followed by 

Mass at 7:30 pm   

Main Celebrant:  Rev. Fr. Anacleto S. Asebias, Jr., Pastor 

Happy Fiesta 2024!  San Guillermo, Pray for us.  
 

Statement of Contributions:  The Statement of Contributions  

for 2023 for all registered parishioners has been prepared.  If you 

need a copy for tax purposes please call the Rectory Office to 

request one. 



Saint’s Corner: 

St. Blaise 

February 3 

Blaise was a bishop in the city of Sebastea, Armenia 

around the year 300.  A persecution broke out and he was forced 

to flee to the hills.  There he lived as a hermit in solitude and 

prayer, but made friends with the wild animals.  It is said that he 

had an extraordinary power over wild animals. 

One day a group of hunters seeking wild animals for the 

amphitheaters stumbled upon the cave where Blaise was living. 

They saw the bishop kneeling in prayer surrounded by wild ani-

mals - wolves, lions and bears.  The hunters reported him to the 

authorities.  He was arrested and on his way to prison, a mother 

came with her young son who had a fish bone lodged in his 

throat.  Blaise blessed the boy and his throat was cleared.  This 

incident explains why the feast of St. Blaise is marked each year 

by a simple and popular sacramental - the blessing of throats. 

While Blaise was in prison, Agricolaus, the governor of 

Cappadocia, tried to persuade him to sacrifice to pagan idols to 

save himself.  The first time Blaise refused, he was beaten.  The 

next time he was suspended from a tree and his flesh torn with 

iron combs or rakes.  Finally he was beheaded. 

St. Blaise has been invoked for protection against all 

ailments of the throat.  On the feast of St. Blaise, let us ask his 

intercession not only for protection against physical throat ail-

ments, but also the grace to use the gift of speech to speak the 

truth and not lies, to give encouragement and not criticism, to 

build people up and not tear them down. 

The gift of speech is a very powerful weapon.  Words 

can make war or bring peace.  The physical hurts we inflict on 

people will heal, but the wounds we inflict by what we say can 

last a lifetime.  May we use the gift of speech in the service of 

God’s kingdom. 

Children’s Section: 

NEW TO OUR PARISH? 

WELCOME! PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

New parishioners are to register in the Parish. Please notify the Parish 

Office of any changes in address or phone number.  

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Email____________________________________________________  

_____I wish to receive a registration form 

_____I have an address change  

_____I am moving out of the Parish 

Please cut out and return to Parish office or drop in the collection 

basket.   Thank you. 

Eucharistic Revival 

(continuation) 

Consecration: Consecration, from the Latin cum and sacrare 

meaning “to make sacred,” is the part of the Mass when the Bread 

and Wine become the Body and Blood of Christ.  This happens 

when the priest proclaims the words that Jesus uttered during the 

Last Supper:  “This is my body . . . this is my Blood” (Matthew 

26:26-28).  The words of the Consecration are called the form of 

the Mass, and if the priest makes any alteration or omission, the 

whole Mass becomes invalid. 
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