
Parish Mission Statement  
Empowered  by  the  Holy  Spi r i t ,  we ,  the  people  o f  Ascension,  s t r i ve  to  be  un i ted  in  Chr i s t  

t hrough  worship  and prayer ,  grow in  Chri s t  through  God’s  word  and the  sacraments ,   

and  serve  Chri s t  in  one  another  by  shar ing  t ime,  ta len t  and treasure .  

F O U R T H  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T

M A R C H  1 0 ,  2 0 2 4  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

March 10, 2024 

John 3:14-21

Dear Ascension Family, 

Greetings of peace and good health!  The first part 

of today’s gospel reading refers to the bronze serpent.  In 

the account of Exodus, when the Israelites were being led by Moses from Egypt, 

the land where they had been slaves towards the Promised Land in Palestine, they 

lost faith in the leadership of Moses.  They criticized both Moses and God. 

In order to discipline them, God allowed an invasion of poisonous snakes, 

and many of them died from the bite of those snakes.  The people then repented of 

their rebellion and asked Moses to intercede for them with God, which Moses did.  

God immediately responded with forgiveness, and told Moses to make a bronze 

serpent and set it on a pole, so that the people could easily see it.  And so, from then 

on all those who were bitten by a snake and looked with faith at the bronze snake 

were saved (see Numbers 21:4-9).  The serpent that kills became the serpent that 

heals.  (Probably, it is from this event, that the medical profession has chosen the 

image of the snake coiled around a pole as the symbol for its healing profession.) 

Jesus parallels this Exodus event to his crucifixion on Calvary.  “Just as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 

all who believe may have eternal life in him.”  The cross that kills becomes the 

cross that saves.  The cross that was the symbol of death became the symbol of life. 

The cross is a concrete picture of how much God loves us.  “God so loved 

the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him may not die, but 

may have  eternal life.”   It was the most God had to give.   The bronze serpent  was 
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perched  upon a pole for people to turn their thought to God and be healed of the snake’s poisonous bites.  Christ was cruci-

fied on the cross for mankind to experience the saving love of God.  The bronze serpent was a result of mercy from a punish-

ing God; Christ crucified is the real truth of a God who is loving and who offered in sacrifice his own Son to save the world.  

 But since we are free, we can refuse to accept God’s love shown in Jesus Christ.  It is then that we bring judgment to 

ourselves.  The gospel reading today says, “And this is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred 

darkness to light.”  St. Augustine expressed this truth differently:  “God who created us without our cooperation will not 

save us without our cooperation.” 

 The concept of a loving God was hard to understand for the Jewish people, especially for its leaders.  God for them 

is the God of law, and they who have meticulously followed the smallest details of the law are the special ones.  God is an-

gry and unforgiving with sinners.  And the Pharisees and scribes capitalized on this promise to advance their relevance as the 

legal and spiritual authorities.  That God sent his own Son to become human and to be crucified on the cross was absolutely 

ridiculous for the Jews who were expecting a powerful Messiah to liberate them from their colonizers. 

 God could have saved us some other way but God chose the sacrifice of his Son on the cross.  The cross is the way 

to salvation; it is the way to the resurrection. 

 I am reminded of a story.  A person who was praying asked the Lord:  “Lord, I would like to reach the haven of eter-

nity.  What ship would I take?” 

 The Lord replied:  “The Cross!” 

 He asked again:  “Lord, I would like to climb up to heaven.  What stairs should I use?” 

 The Lord replied:  “The Cross!” 

 He asked for the third time:  “I would like to enter into paradise.  What key would open it?” 

 The Lord replied:  “The Cross!” 

 That is why the cross is at the center of every Catholic Church in the world.  That is why the cross is also at the cen-

ter of the Church’s preaching. 

       Praying for you all,       

       Fr. Anacleto 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism 

2nd Saturday of the month @ 11:00 AM, Baptism Class is the 

last Saturday of the month preceding the baptism @ 9:00 AM, 

pre-registration is needed, available in English & Spanish in-

struction. Please call the rectory to schedule, at least one month 

ahead of desired date. For further information and for the re-

quirements of the godparents, please call the Rectory office. 
 

 

Confession 

Saturday @ 4:00 – 4:40 PM and by appointment  

 

 

Marriage 

Couple should contact the rectory office for information and 

registration at least 6 months prior to the date of marriage. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

Call the rectory to arrange for a Priest’s visit 
 

 

 

CHURCH OFFERING 

March 3, 2024 

1st Collection - $5,985.00 

2nd Collection - $2,318.00 (Easter Flower Offering) 

 

 

Upcoming Collections 
 

March 10th - Catholic Relief Services 

March 17th - Faith Formation 

March 24th - My Easter Gift to Church 

March 28th - Holy Thursday 

March 29th - Holy Land Sanctuaries (Good Friday) 

March 31st - Retired Priests 

Online Giving 

If you are interested in donating online, please visit the 

parish website. Parishioners can schedule their contribu-

tion to be made weekly, bi-weekly or monthly. 

 
 

 Parish Registration 
If you have recently moved to the area or if you are a long

-time resident, please consider registering at the parish.  

You may fill out the “New to our Parish?” form provided 

on the last page of this bulletin and drop it in the collec-

tion basket.  Or, you may stop by the Rectory Office to 

pick up a registration form.  We look forward to welcom-

ing you to the Parish.  If you have any questions please 

feel free to call, 718-335-2626. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) 
Registrations for young adults and adults 18 years and 

above for the OCIA September 2024/2025 is open.  Reg-

istration forms are available at the Rectory Office. 

 

Are you an unbaptized adult but want to be baptized in the 

Catholic church?  Or, are you baptized non-Catholic who 

desires to be a Catholic? Or, are you baptized Catholic in 

need of the Sacrament of Confirmation? The Order of 

Christian Initiation of Adults is the place for you.   



  
Saturday, March 9th 

 5:00  PM Gabriel Ruiz 

  Prudencio Cura 

 

 

Sunday, March 10th  
  8:30 AM People of the Parish 
 

10:00 AM Maria Assumption Montebon 
 

11:30 AM R.R. Hoover & Pattu Hoover 
 

  1:00 PM Adriana Gomez 

  Hector Ayca (L) 

  Alison Guevara 

  Ricardo Diaz (L) 

  Niños de la Guarderia Sunnyside Up (L) 
   

Monday, March 11th  
7:00 AM Pascal & Marcheline Lobo 

9:00 AM Gloria, Elmira & all deceased members of 

  the Tanoy Family 
 

Tuesday, March 12th  
7:00 AM Teofila Paculba 

9:00 AM William Boetel 
 

Wednesday, March 13th 
7:00 AM Margaret Purvis 

9:00 AM Gregorio Buenviaje 
 

Thursday, March 14th  
7:00 AM Roland (L) & Ronald Colago (L) 

9:00 AM Teresa Stenson 
 

Friday, March 15th 
 

7:00 AM Maria Lourdes A. Maranan (L) 

9:00 AM Maria Herma F. Tibay 
 

Saturday, March16th   
9:00 AM Armando R. Martija (L) 

  Jovita Fernandez (L) 

   

 
 

Please pray for:    

  Deceased members of our families 
 

 
                    Pray for the Sick: 

Rosa Tan, Carmen Moredo, Sandra P. Carvajal. Julissa 

Martinez, Luis Arnulfo, Elizabeth Yee, Elie Fornilda, 

Jose Reynel Vigoya, Joel Rivera, Sursatti Shaw, Glo-

ria Patricia Rios, Harold, Diego y Kennedy Gomez, 

Elisa Marquina, Maria Daulo, Jose M. Rosado, Karla Nicole 

Paredes, Romelia Arenas, Rubiela Arenas, Enrique Soto, Edu-

ardo D. Soto, Teresita Danseco, Evangeline & Victoria Dan-

seco, Nazarette Serion, Greta Tasayco, Nerissa Infante, Laura 

Kreft,  Shirley Ann Gundran, Egbert Nuñez, Avelina Quilung, 

Dennis Anthony Calimlim, Exelito Valencia, Bonifacio Guiab, 

Margie Bulwag, Egbert Nuñez, Maria Dala Rosa George, Re-

nato Go, Leticia Maranan, Denise Giglio, Rustico Castellano, 

Beth Bagnol Enriquez, Cely DeBorja, Vanessa Velasquez, 

Maggie Riego de Dios, Teresa Reale.   To add names, please 

call the Parish Office. 

MEMORIALS 
                                                March 10  –  March 16 

 

 

Altar Bread and Wine has been donated 

In Loving Memory of 

                             Robert Zahn, Sr. 

                            
 

                     Sanctuary Lamp will burn 

In Loving Memory of 

                               Margaret Purvis 

   

         Altar Flowers has been donated 

                  In Loving Memory of 
(please contact the Rectory Office to request a flower memorial) 

 

 

 

 

                           Altar Candles will burn 

                             In Loving Memory of 

                                       Renato Go 

    
 

Memorials are available, kindly contact Rectory Office. 
 
 

 

EUCARISTIC REVIVAL 2022-2024 

EXPLANATION OF THE MASS 
After a series of short catechesis on the sacrament of the Eucharist, we 

will now have a series of short explanation of the  

different parts of the Mass. 
 

Prayer After Communion:  The Prayer After Communion, which 

concludes the Communion Rite, is said by the priest alone, standing at 

the altar or the chair.  This is the last of the three presidential prayers, 

and cannot be replaced by any other prayer.  The purpose of this Prayer 

is to give thanks to God for the gift of the Eucharist, and to encourage 

the faithful to practice it in their lives. 
 

The Concluding Rites: The concluding rites consist of:  a)  brief an-

nouncements, b)  the priest’s blessing, c) dismissal. 
 

Brief Announcements:  When the Prayer After Communion is con-

cluded, if needed, brief announcements to the people may be made by 

the priest or by a lector.  Long and tedious announcements, as well as 

commercial promotions of any kind, should never be allowed in the 

celebration of the Holy Mass. 
 

Blessing:  The priest, joining his hands and then immediately placing 

his left hand upon his breast, elevates his right hand and says:  “May 

almighty God bless you - and, as he blesses with the Sign of the Cross, 

continues - the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”  All make the 

sign of the Cross and answer:  “Amen.” 
 

Dismissal:  In the Latin Missal, the people are dismissed with the 

words:  “Ite, missa est,” which are translated “Go forth, the Mass is 

ended.”  These words, which have given the most common for the 

Eucharist  -  the Mass, reflect the missionary mandate given by Jesus to  

(Continuation on page of Saint’s Corner) 
 

2024 Annual Catholic Appeal 

Information on this year’s appeal will be provided shortly.  We 

appreciate your continued support and look forward to reaching 

our goal for this year. 
 

The 2024 Annual Catholic Appeal supports the mission of our parish and the 

daily work of the Church in Brooklyn and Queens in ways no one parish can 

accomplish alone. 
 

Once we exceed our goal, we will then receive 100% of all funds raised above 
this figure directly back to our parish for operations and improvements. Dona-

tions for this year are being accepted. Donate at Annual Catholic Appeal.org or 
text ACA to 917-336-1255. 
 

To donate on-line: https://catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-appeal/

Checks can be made out directly to:  

Annual Catholic Appeal 
Diocese of Brooklyn P.O. Box 310 

Kensington, CT 06037-0310 

Remember, that no gift is too small. Thank you. 
 



Spanish Corner:  
 

El Sacramento del Bautismo 

Tenemos Bautismo en español el tercer sábado del mes a 

las 11:00 AM La clase pre-bautismal será el sábado antes 

del bautismo a las 9:00 AM Se requiere inscripción previa 

para la clase y el Bautismo, lo menos con un mes de 

anticipación. Llamar a la oficina parroquial para más 

información y para los requisitos de los padrinos. 
 
 

Clases de Educación Religiosas Para Adultos 

Inscripciones para adultos mayores de 18 años para el 

programa de OICA se están aceptando para septiembre 

2024/2025.  Inscripciones disponibles en la Oficina 

Parroquial. 
 

La Orden de la Iniciación Cristiana de Adultos (OICA) son 

clases para adultos necesitados de recibir los sacramentos 

de Bautismo, Comunión o Confirmación.  Las clases de 

OICA también son para adultos que no son Católicos, pero 

están interesados en ser Católico.   
 

Para información sobre el programa y atención en español, 

llamar al 718-335-2626, en el horario de día de lunes a 

viernes. 
 

 

 

Proyecto de Servicio en la Iglesia 

 estudiantes en preparación para la Confirmación 

Todos los estudiantes cual recibirán Confirmación deberán 

de estar presentes en el sótano de la iglesia el sábado 23 de 

marzo de 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM para la preparación de los 

ramos. 
 

Clase de VIRTUS 
Clase de VIRTUS para los voluntarios de la parroquia que 

no han asistido.  La clase será ofrecida el domingo 17 de 

marzo en el sótano de la Oficina Parroquial de 3:00 a 6:00 

pm. 
 

Inscripcion en línea :  Virtus Training Diocese of Brooklyn 
 

 

 

 

 

Via Crucis 

Via Crucis en español será todos los martes durante 

Cuaresma a las 7:00 PM en la Iglesia. 
 

 

Registro Parroquial 

Si asiste a esta Iglesia le sugerimos que se regístrese como 

miembro de nuestra parroquia.  Formularios de inscripción 

están disponibles en la oficina parroquial.  Los sobres de 

donación vienen con registro y utilizándolos nos permiten 

darle un informe de sus contribuciones para fines 

impositivos.  Tener su nombre en nuestros registros es la 

única manera que tenemos de certificar que usted es un 

católico practicante, ya que tenemos que hacer para 

personas que se les pide que sirvan de patrocinadores 

(padrinos) de bautismo o confirmación. 

PRAYER GROUPS  &  DEVOTIONS 
Monday:  Miraculous Medal Novena 

Mondays @ 9:30 AM 
 

Tuesday:  Spanish Prayer Group @ 7:00 PM 
 

Wednesday: Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Novena @ 9:30 AM | Novena Mass  

@ 7:00 PM (1st Wednesday) 
 

Friday:  Holy Hour / Exposition & Benediction 

1st Friday @ 9:30 AM Mass 
 

Our Lady of Fatima | Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

& Black Nazarene 

1st Friday – Angelus | Rosary | Novena to Our Lady 

of Fatima @ 6:00 PM &   

Mass @ 7:00 PM  
 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group & Choir 

4th Friday 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

Saturday:  2000 Hail Mary 

1st Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

Lady of Mary Mediatrix of all Grace 

2nd Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

El Shaddai 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturday  

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

Sunday:  Ascension Parish Rosary Society 

1st Sunday @10:00 AM  
 

Religious Education Children’s Choir 

2nd, 3rd ,4th  and if applicable 5th Sunday @ 11:15 

 AM-12:30 PM 
 
 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group and 

God the Father of All Mankind Devotion 

Prayer Group 

4th Sunday @ 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (Lower Church) 

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (Church) 

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

 

CFC Christian Life Program* 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, and if applicable 5th Sunday 

@ 2:00 to 5:00 PM (Lower Church) 

    4th Sunday of the month @ 3:00 to 6 PM (Lower Church) 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *  

Rosary Making Ministry   

                           To request supplies and/or pick up rosaries,  

                  please email: marie_panas@msn.com 
 

 

 

EVENTS / NEWS & UPDATES 

Stations of the Cross:  The Stations of the Cross will be prayed 

every Friday during Lent after the 9:00 AM Mass and at 6:30 

PM.   
 

VIRTUS Class:  A Virtus class for volunteers of the parish (who 

have not attended this training) will be held at Ascension Church 

(lower rectory), Sunday, March 17 from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM.    

Registration on-line at:  Virtus Training Diocese of Brooklyn  
 

Confirmation Candidates’ Church Service Project:  Satur-

day, March 23rd.  Preparation of the palm branches at the lower 

church from 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM.  All students who will be re-

ceiving the sacrament of Confirmation are required to attend. 
 

Fr. Troike Summer Leadership Program:  Cathedral Prep in 

Elmhurst will be accepting registrations for their 2024 Summer 

Leadership Program on April 26 thru June 3.  The program be-

gins on July 1 thru July 26.  Cost:  $500 per student.  For further 

information on the program please call:  718-592-6800 Ext 150 

or email:  cpadmissions@cathedralprep.org   







Saint’s Corner: 
St. Frances of Rome 

March 9 

Frances was born in Rome in 1384 to a noble and wealthy 

family.  Already at the age of 11 she asked her parents to allow her to 

become a nun.  But her parents, though excellent Christians, had other 

plans for her.  When she reached the age of 13, they married her to 

Lorenzo dei Ponziani, a rich landowner, to whom she bore three chil-

dren (two sons and a daughter).  Their marriage was a good one.  In all 

the forty years that she lived with her husband there was never the 

slightest dispute nor misunderstanding between them.  One of the rea-

sons for this harmony was that Frances gave top priority to her duties as 

a wife and mother, interrupting her prayers whenever her husband or 

children needed her.  As for her children, even though she could afford 

paid helpers, she allowed no one but herself to look after them during 

their childhood. 

Fortunately for Frances, early on in her marriage she discov-

ered that one of her sisters-in-law, Vannozza, had also dreamed of be-

coming a nun and still yearned for a deeper life of prayer and self-

dedication to the needy.  So the two young women developed a lifelong 

friendship and henceforth gave themselves as a rule of life that would 

help them become better Christians.  Plainly dressed, together they be-

gan to visit the poor of Rome, ministering to their wants and relieving 

their distress.  Their husbands, who were both devoted to them, did not 

object to the charities and austerities.  Daily the two young women went 

to nurse the patients of a nearby hospital, taking a special care of those 

suffering from the most repulsive diseases.  However, these charitable 

works they performed only after doing their housework and discharging 

all their domestic duties. 

Over the years Frances’ life was not always a bed of roses.  At 

one point in time a great plague swept across Italy, cruelly devastating 

Rome.  Frances lost a son and a daughter to that plague.  Yet, that did 

not prevent her from doing everything she could to help the sick and 

buy them whatever they needed.  She also converted a section of her 

house into a hospital. 

In 1425 Frances formed a society of women living in the 

world and bound by no vows, but pledged to make a simple offering of 

themselves to God and to the service of the poor.  She died in 1440, and 

was canonized in 1608 by Pope Paul V. 

NEW TO OUR PARISH? 

WELCOME! PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

New parishioners are to register in the Parish. Please notify the Parish 

Office of any changes in address or phone number.  

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Email____________________________________________________  

_____I wish to receive a registration form 

_____I have an address change  

_____I am moving out of the Parish 

Please cut out and return to Parish office or drop in the collection 

basket.   Thank you. 

Eucharistic Revival 

(continuation) 

his disciples before ascending into heaven:  “Go, therefore, and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”(Matthew 28:19).  When we enter the 

Eucharist we are disciples, when we exit we are apostles (sent). 

Procession:  After kissing the altar, the priest, together with the ministers, 

return in procession to the sacristy in the same way and in the same order 

in which they entered, under the accompaniment of a Recessional Chant. 

At the sacristy all make a reverence to the cross. 
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LatinoamericanaTranslation

Nuestra Biblia Católica Familiar

This deluxe padded cover Bible is a classic Spanish Edition featuring the popular
Catholic Latinoamericana translation.

Features: Gold-gilded pages, Scripture Readings for Our Wedding Day,
Padded covers and gold embossing, Stories of Christmas and Easter and
Presentation page

Burgundy paddedcover........................... $56.99 post paid
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page edges. Only $79.99 post paid
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Name _____________________________________________________
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