
Parish Mission Statement  
Empowered  by  the  Holy  Spi r i t ,  we ,  the  people  o f  Ascension,  s t r i ve  to  be  un i ted  in  Chr i s t  

t hrough  worship  and prayer ,  grow in  Chri s t  through  God’s  word  and the  sacraments ,   

and  serve  Chri s t  in  one  another  by  shar ing  t ime,  ta len t  and treasure .  

T H I R D  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E

J A N U A R Y  2 2 ,  2 0 2 3  

From the Pastor’s Desk: 

Dear Ascension Family, 

Blessings of peace!   I hope that everything is 

well and safe in your family. 

Some months after Jesus’ baptism, King 

Herod arrested John the Baptist.  John had denounced 

Herod for his many evil deeds, among which was his 

taking unto himself Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip.  With the arrest, the voice of 

John the Baptist was silenced.  The mantle of preaching God’s kingdom now passed to Je-

sus.  In the gospel reading today we see Jesus begins his mission in Galilee. 

The people of Galilee had one particular trait which probably made Jesus decide to 

start his ministry there.  Of all the people of Palestine, the Galileans were the most open to 

new ideas.  The Jewish historian Josephus, who was one time governor of the province, 

said of the Galileans:  “They were ever fond of innovations, and by nature disposed to 

changes.”  This Galilean trait of openness to new ideas was due to the Galileans’ frequent 

interaction with non-Jews.  Galilee, more open to new ideas, would be a fertile round for 

the acceptance of the new ideas and teachings of Jesus.   

Jesus was passionately committed to his mission.  Today’s gospel reading tells us 

that Jesus went around all of Galilee.  Everywhere he went, he preached the need for repen-

tance, and cured all kinds of sicknesses and diseases.  Although Jesus was passionate about 

his mission, he did not feel he must do everything alone.  And so he formed a team to work 

with him and whom he shared his vision and enthusiasm. 

The first group of the disciples that Jesus called were simple fishermen.  They 

were not men of learning or wealth or social standing.  They had nothing in them that could 

recommend them for any kind of a leadership.  One look at them would inform anyone that 

with these men Jesus would never succeed at any venture.  Yet, Jesus chose them. 

Continue next page 
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Monday - Friday: 7:00 & 9:00AM
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     : 5:00 PM (Vigil Mass)
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 How does all this touch us at a practical level?  It tells us that Jesus looks beyond what we are to what we can become.  He is 

not interested so much in our liabilities as he is in our possibilities.  He is not interested so much in our ability as he is in our availability.  

Moreover, it tells us that each of us - without exception - is a candidate to be called by Jesus to work with him in a special way and 

spread the news of God’s kingdom on earth.  Whether we answer that call or not is another thing. 

 Today the risen Jesus calls us to “Come, follow me.”  This call may not necessarily be for us to become priests or sisters - per-

haps to some, but not for most of us.  But certainly he calls everyone to be his follower.  To follow Christ means to share his life and 

values - to think as he thought, to love as he loved, and to live the way he did. 

 However, when Jesus called the disciples to follow him, it was not merely a call to share his life and values.  He called them for 

a mission:  to be his witness to the world.  In other words, Jesus calls us not only for ourselves but for others also - to bring them to 

Christ.  This is what Jesus meant when he said to Peter and Andrew, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  We may be 

weak and unworthy, but Jesus has promised to be with us in order to strengthen and empower us.  We are called to rely, not on ourselves, 

but on the power of the Lord. 

 We carry out our mission by radiating the grace of God to those the Lord places within our spheres of influence, like our family 

members, our house helpers, our co-workers. 

 Let me share with you a story by a bishop.  A prominent family had a house helper who was a Buddhist.  This particular family 

was very good to her.  The children loved her and treated her as their own mother.  One day, she asked the family to have her baptized.  

They asked why she wanted it.  She answered, “so that in the next life, we can still be together.”  Evidently, the family she was serving 

had given her good Christian witness.  She wanted to still be with them even in the next life. 

 This much is certain:  if we respond to the call of Jesus, we will have to give up certain things.  But we will also receive certain 

things in return.  And what we will receive will by far outweigh what we give up.  We have Jesus’ own promise for that.  He told his 

disciples:  “I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for my 

sake, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time . . . and in the age to come, eternal life”(MK 10:29-31).  The promise of Jesus 

can be relied on. 

 Once we respond to the Lord’s call and surrender ourselves to him, he can do wonders with us, just as he transformed the simple 

fishermen to be fisher of people and pillars of his Church. 

 Please know that you are in all my prayers every day.  Let us pray for and serve one another. 

       In Christ, 

       Fr. Ancleto  

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism 

2nd Saturday of the month @ 11:00 AM, Baptism Class is the 

last Saturday of the month preceding the baptism @ 9:00 AM, 

pre-registration is needed, available in English & Spanish in-

struction. Please call the rectory to schedule, at least one month 

ahead of desired date. For further information and for the re-

quirements of the godparents, please call the Rectory office. 
 

Confession 

Saturday @ 4:00 – 4:40 PM and by appointment 
 

Marriage 

Couple should contact the rectory office for information and 

registration at least 6 months prior to the date of marriage. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

Call the rectory to arrange for a Priest’s visit  

 

 

 
CHURCH OFFERINGS 

    December 18, 2022   January 1, 2023 
1st Collection - $7,425.50          1st Collection - $8,046.00 

2nd Collection -$5,413.00          2nd Collection -$2,336.00 

 

   January 8, 2023                  January 15, 2023 
1st Collection - $8,303.50          1st Collection - $7,316.50 

2nd Collection -$1,753.00          2nd Collection -$1,531.00 
 

Upcoming Collections 

January 1st - Church Maintenance 

January 8th - Diocesan Mission 

January 15th - Fuel Offering 

January 22nd - Churches in Need 

January 29th - Upkeep of Rectory and Grounds 

Online Giving 

If you are interested in donating online, please visit the parish 

website. Parishioners can schedule their contribution to be made 

weekly, bi-weekly or monthly. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education 
 

 

Faith Formation Classes are held Sundays from 8:45 AM to 

11:00 AM. The classes run from September through June.  Reg-

istrations for Faith Formation are presently being accepted at 

the Rectory Office for classes from:  1st - 8th Grades.   Proof of 

baptism is required for children who are being registered for the 

first time. For further information on registration please call the 

Rectory Office at 718-335-2626.  

 
 
 

If you would be interested in volunteering for the Faith Forma-

tion Program, please call the Parish Office at 718-335-2626 or e

-mail ascensionfaithformationoffice@gmail.com 
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 

 

Are you an unbaptized adult but want to be baptized in the 

Catholic church? Or, are you baptized non-Catholic who desires 

to be a Catholic? Or, are you baptized Catholic in need of the 

Sacrament of Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation for 

Adults is the place for you.   Registrations are presently being 

accepted at the Rectory Office.  For further information please 

call the Rectory office at 718-335-2626. 

 



  
 

Saturday, January  21st 

 5:00  PM People of the Parish 

 

Sunday, January 22nd 

  8:30 AM Margarita Castillo 

 

10:00 AM Restivo Family 
 
 

11:30 AM In Honor of Our Lady of Poondi 

 

  1:00 PM  Rosalba Jimenez Trespalacios 

  Marcelino Hernandez 

 

  5:00 PM Nelson Diaz, Sr.   

  

   

Monday, January 23rd  - Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection 

               of Unborn Children 

7:00 AM Jaime Gundran (L) 

9:00 AM Philomena O’Connor 

 

Tuesday, January 24th  - St. Francis de Sales, Bishop and  

               Doctor of the Church 

7:00 AM Norinda Del Fierro (L) 

9:00 AM George and Robert Tavaris 

 

Wednesday, January 25th - The Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle 

7:00 AM Deacon Joseph C. Denzier 

9:00 AM Elmira, Gloria and all Deceased Members of 

  the Tanoy Family 

 

Thursday, January 26th - Ss. Timothy and Titus, Bishops 

7:00 AM Joel A. Colago (L) 

9:00 AM Nubia Aguirre (L) 

 

Friday, January 27th - St. Angela Merici, Virgin 

7:00 AM Reverend Randall de Jesus Soto  

9:00 AM Susana Francisco  

 

Saturday, January 28th - St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest and  

  Doctor of the Church 

 9:00 AM Pauline and Sebastian Tavaris 

  Yolanda De Castro (L) 

  Cherlita Butron (L) 

  Marissa Santos (L) 

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

Pray for the Deceased  

 

 Deceased members of our families 

  

MEMORIALS 
                                             January 22 – January 28 

 

 

Altar Bread and Wine has been donated 

In Loving Memory of 

George Tavaris 
                           

 

Sanctuary Lamp will burn  

In Loving Memory of 

                                    Susana Francisco 

 
 

             

  Altar Flowers has been donated 

          In Loving Memory of 
  (please contact the Rectory Office to request a flower memorial) 

 
                                

                               
  Altar Candles will burn 

        In Loving Memory of 

                                  Teresita Estrella 

              
 

      Memorials are available, kindly contact Rectory Office. 
 

                       

                        

                                    Pray for the Sick: 

Rosa Tan, Carmen Moredo, Tony Alialy, Sandra P. Carvajal. Julissa 
Martinez, Luis Arnulfo, Elizabeth Yee, Elie Fornilda, Jose Reynel 

Vigoya, Joel Rivera, Sursatti Shaw, Gloria Patricia Rios, Harold, 

Diego y Kennedy Gomez, Elisa Marquina, Maria Daulo, Jose M. 
Rosado, Karla Nicole Paredes, Romelia Arenas, Rubiela Arenas, 

Carmen Wilson, Enrique Soto, Eduardo D. Soto, Teresita Danseco, Evangeline 

& Victoria Danseco, Nazarette Serion, Greta Tasayco, Josie Limlengco, Nerissa 
Infante, Laura Kreft, Jaime and Shirley Ann Gundran.  To add names, please 

call the Parish Office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The 2022 Annual Catholic Appeal supports the mission of our parish 

and the daily work of the Church in Brooklyn and Queens in ways no 

one parish can accomplish alone by supporting the following minis-

tries: 

Catholic Youth Ministry Initiative, Catholic Charities;  

Hospital, College and Prison Chaplains; Diocesan Vocations Office;  

Catholic Migration Services; Office of Faith Formation; Bishop Mugavero 

Residence for infirmed clergy; Futures in Education Scholarship Foundation 
 

Once we exceed our goal, we will then receive 100% of all funds 

raised above this figure directly back to our parish for operations and 

improvements. Donations for this year are being accepted. Donate at 

Annual Catholic Appeal.org or text ACA to 917-336-1255. 
 

Summary Report as of  January 16, 2023 

Goal:       $51,617 

Pledged:    $57,023.81 

Received:  $55,280.94 

To donate on-line: https://catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-appeal/

Checks can be made out directly to:  
Annual Catholic Appeal 

Diocese of Brooklyn P.O. Box 310 

Kensington, CT 06037-0310 
Remember, that no gift is too small. Thank you. 



Spanish Corner:  
 
 

El Sacramento del Bautismo 

 

Tenemos Bautismo en español el tercer sábado del mes a las 

11:00 AM La clase pre-bautismal será el sábado antes del 

bautismo a las 9:00 AM Se requiere inscripción previa para la 

clase y el Bautismo, lo menos con un mes de anticipación.   

Llamar a la oficina parroquial para más información y para los 

requisitos de los padrinos. 

 
 

Clases de Educación Religiosas Para Adultos 

 

Adultos necesitados de recibir los sacramentos, Bautismo, Co-

munión o Confirmación pueden registrarse para las clases del 

Rito de la Iniciación Cristiana de Adultos (RICA).  Las clases de 

RICA también son para adultos que no son Católicos, pero están 

interesados en ser Católico.  Inscripciones serán aceptadas en la 

Oficina Parroquial.  Para atención en español, llamar al 718-335-

2626, en el horario de día de lunes a viernes. 

 
 
 

Clases De Educación Religiosa 
 

La clases de Educación Religiosa para los niños/jóvenes del 

primero a octavo grado toman lugar los domingos de 8:45 AM a 

11:00 AM de septiembre a junio.  Inscripciones para el programa 

del próximo año escolar se están actualizando al presente.   Se 

requiere prueba de bautismo para todo niño/a registrado por 

primer vez.   Para mas información en español llamar al 718-335

-2626, en el horario de día de lunes a viernes. 
 

Nuestra parroquia necesita voluntarios y catequistas para el 

programa de educación religiosa.  Para servir de voluntario o 

catequista en el Programa de Educación Religiosa, favor de 

llamar a la  Oficina Parroquial al 718-335-2626 durante el 

horario de día. 

 
 

Campaña Católica Anual Del 2022 

 

Responder en Fe, Esperanza & Caridad  La meta de nuestra 

Iglesia Asunción es $51,617. Después de sobrepasar nuestra 

meta, recibiremos 100% de los fondos recaudados por encima de 

esta cifra directamente para nuestra parroquia. Estamos 

aceptando donaciones para este año. Haga su donación hoy en 

Annual Catholic Appeal.org o envié un texto con las siglas ACA 

al 917-336-1255. Para donar en línea: https://

catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-appeal/ Envié su 

cheque directamente a: Annual Catholic Appeal, Diocese of 

Brooklyn P.O. Box 310 Kensington, CT 06037-0310.  

Recuerden que cualquier cantidad será aceptada. Gracias. 

 

 

Registro Parroquial 
 

Si asiste a esta Iglesia le sugerimos que se regístrese como 

miembro de nuestra parroquia.  Formularios de inscripción están 

disponibles en la oficina parroquial.  Los sobres de donación 

vienen con registro y utilizándolos nos permiten darle un 

informe de sus contribuciones para fines impositivos.  Tener su 

nombre en nuestros registros es la única manera que tenemos de 

certificar que usted es un católico practicante, ya que tenemos 

que hacer para personas que se les pide que sirvan de 

patrocinadores (padrinos) de bautismo o confirmación. 

PRAYER GROUPS  &  DEVOTIONS 
Monday:  Miraculous Medal Novena 

1st Monday @ 9:30 AM 
 

Tuesday:  Spanish Prayer Group @ 7:00 PM 
 

Wednesday: Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Novena @ 9:30 AM | Novena Mass @ 7:00 PM (1st 

Wednesday) 

Thursday: Rosary Making Ministry - to request supplies and/

or pick up rosaries, please email: 

marie_panas@msn.com 
 

Friday:  Holy Hour / Exposition & Benediction 

1st Friday @ 9:30 AM Mass 
 

Our Lady of Fatima | Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

& Black Nazarene 

1st Friday – Angelus | Rosary | Novena to Our Lady 

of Fatima @ 6:00 PM &   

Mass @ 7:00 PM  

Marriage Encounter Prayer Group 

Last Friday @ 7:30 PM 
 

Saturday:  2000 Hail Mary 

1st Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

Lady of Mary Mediatrix of all Grace 

2nd Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

El Shaddai 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturday  

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

Sunday:  Ascension Parish Rosary Society 

1st Sunday @10:00 AM  
 

Religious Education Children’s Choir 

2nd, 3rd ,4th  and if applicable 5th Sunday @ 11:15 

 AM-12:15 PM 
 

Divine Mercy Choir Practice 

3rd Sunday @ 3:00 PM (Church) 
 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group and 

God the Father of All Mankind Devotion 

Prayer Group 

4th Sunday @ 1:00 PM (Lower Church) 

 
 

CFC Christian Life Program* 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, and if applicable 5th Sunday 

     @ 2:00 to 5:00 PM (Lower Church) 

    4th Sunday of the month @ 3:00 to 6 PM (Lower Church)  

 
 

EVENTS / NEWS & UPDATES 
Volunteers and Catechists:  Our parish is in need of volunteer 

catechists and volunteers for the religious education program for 

this school year.  We appeal to all who are willing to share their 

Catholic faith, their time and talent.  Please let us know by call-

ing the rectory office (718-335-2626). 
 

Free speech and hearing screenings:  January 31, 2023 through 

April 27, 2023 at St. John’s University Speech and hearing Cen-

ter.  Please call the center at 718-990-6480 to schedule an ap-

pointment.  The Speech and Hearing Center is located at 152-11 

Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY  11367. 
 

Heart to Heart Ministry:  Women’s Brunch Retreat at Ameri-

can Martyrs Church, 79-43 Bell Blvd/Union Turnpike, (Sullivan 

Hall) Bayside, NY 11364.   RSVP to Sister Ave Clark, O.P. 718-

428-2471. 

 

mailto:marie_panas@msn.com


Saint’s Corner: 

St. Anthony of Egypt 

January 17 

Anthony was born in the village of Koman, Upper 

Egypt, in the year 251.  He came from a wealthy family.  His 

parents died when he was still young and he inherited a great 

deal of money and land.  At the age of 20, when he was in 

church he heard the gospel reading about the rich young man 

who asked Jesus what he must do to have eternal life.  Jesus told 

him to sell everything and follow him.  Then and there Anthony 

felt in the depths of his heart that the words of Jesus were ad-

dressed to him personally.  He took the words of Jesus quite lit-

erally.  Then he left his village and settled in a secluded place to 

begin a life of solitude and prayer.  He is different from St. Fran-

cis of Assisi in that most of Anthony’s life was spent in solitude. 

In the course of the next 85 years (Anthony died at the 

age of 105), Anthony lived his life of solitude and prayer in vari-

ous places, always seeking a deeper solitude because wherever 

he settled people would always come to him for spiritual guid-

ance.  His holiness attracted souls as a magnet attracts iron. 

During the first twenty years of his solitary life, An-

thony was tempted by the devil under various guises.  At times, 

the devil would represent to him the many good works he might 

have been able to carry out with his former wealth.  Or the devil 

would constantly bring to his mind all the difficulties of his pre-

sent condition, thus trying to make him dissatisfied with the vo-

cation God had given him.  Or again the devil would assail him 

with obscene imaginations.  At times the devil would appear to 

him in a visible form, either as a beautiful woman to seduce him 

or as a threatening black muscleman bent on terrifying him.  At 

other times Satan would frighten him with gruesome noises. 

This went on for twenty years.  During those long years 

of spiritual trials Anthony prayed almost night and day for 

strength to resist the devil’s temptations.  Obviously his prayer 

was heard for he eventually was victorious over the onslaughts 

of the devil.  See what prayer can do!  After those grueling years 

of spiritual trials, Anthony emerged from them, purged of all 

pride, as a man of peace and constant joy. 

Children’s Section: 

NEW TO OUR PARISH? 

WELCOME! PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

New parishioners are to register in the Parish. Please notify the Parish 

Office of any changes in address or phone number.  

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Email____________________________________________________  

_____I wish to receive a registration form  

_____I have an address change  

_____I am moving out of the Parish

Please cut out and return to Parish office or drop in the collection bas-

ket.   Thank you. 



PAPAVERO FUNERALHOME
Family Owned & Operated for 5 Generations
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SpanishBible
LatinoamericanaTranslation

Nuestra Biblia Católica Familiar

This deluxe padded cover Bible is a classic Spanish Edition featuring the popular
Catholic Latinoamericana translation.

Features: Gold-gilded pages, Scripture Readings for Our Wedding Day,
Padded covers and gold embossing, Stories of Christmas and Easter and
Presentation page

Burgundy paddedcover........................... $56.99 post paid
C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc. • 200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost
of ____(quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped post
paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State ___________ Zip _______
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EditionBible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American
Bible Revised Edition translation is the ideal Catholic
Family Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record
section and Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded
page edges. Only $79.99 post paid
C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost of
_________ (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
post paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____
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