
Parish Mission Statement  
Empowered  by  the  Holy  Spi r i t ,  we ,  the  people  o f  Ascension,  s t r i ve  to  be  un i ted  in  Chr i s t  

t hrough  worship  and prayer ,  grow in  Chri s t  through  God’s  word  and the  sacraments ,   

and  serve  Chri s t  in  one  another  by  shar ing  t ime,  ta len t  and treasure .  

T H I R D  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T

M A R C H  1 2 ,  2 0 2 3  

From the Pastor’s Desk: 

Dear Ascension Family, 

A Blessed 3rd Sunday of Lent!  The gospel reading 

today is about the encounter of Jesus with the Samaritan woman. 

As we know, the Samaritans and the Jews, both descendants of 

Abraham, allowed a wall of enmity and hatred to be built up 

between them. 

In 722 B.C. the Assyrians conquered Samaria, and carried off most of its inhabitants to As-

syria (2 Kings 17:6).  Those who remained in Samaria, intermarried with their pagan conquerors, 

thereby losing their Jewish racial purity and heritage.  This was not the case with Judea, the capital of 

which was Jerusalem.  Judea was also conquered, with most of its inhabitants carried off to Babylon.  

But the Jewish exiles refused to intermarry with the foreigners, thereby preserving Jewish racial pu-

rity.  They were able to return later to Judea by the help of the Persian king Cyrus.  In the eyes of the 

pure-blooded Jews, the Samaritans were no longer Jews, but non-Jews, Gentiles, who consequently do 

not have a share in the promises God gave to Abraham. 

Another reason for the Jewish-Samaritan enmity was the Samaritans’ building of a rival 

Temple at Mount Gerizim in Samaria.  The renegade Jewish King, Manasseh, married a daughter of 

the Samaritan Sanballat, and then built a Temple at Mt. Gerizim.  In their anger the Jews of Judea, 

under the leadership of John Hyrcranus, attacked Samaria in 129 B.C. and destroyed its Temple in Mt. 

Gerizim.  There was no love lost between Judea and Samaria. 

On their way to Jerusalem, Jesus and his disciples passed through a Samaritan town.  Hun-

gry and thirsty, he sent his disciples to buy food, while he sat beside a well.  Then a woman with a jar 

came to the well to draw water.  Jesus asked for a drink.  That was a no-no because of the long history 

of hostility between the Jews and the Samaritans.  The woman reminded Jesus of that, “How can you, 

a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?” 

In asking for water, Jesus took the liberty of breaking down the barrier between them.  But 

that was only the beginning.  The conversation which started as a surprise, became even more incredi-

ble.  Jesus told the woman that if she only knew who he was, she would instead ask him for “living 

water.”  Not knowing what he meant, she told him that he did not even have a bucket, so how could he 

draw “this living water”? 
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 Jesus then expounded on what he meant by “living water.”  He told her that anyone who drank ordinary water would 

be thirsty again, “but whoever drinks the water I give will never thirst. . .will become in him a spring of water welling up to 

eternal life.”   Thinking that this water will relieve her of her daily trip to the well, so she promptly asked for it.  Before 

granting her request, Jesus asked her to call her husband.  The woman replied that she had no husband.  Jesus agreed with 

her:  She had had five husbands and the man she was living with was not her husband.  Knowing that Jesus as a stranger 

would not have known about her past, she concluded that he must be a prophet. 

 Taking advantage of this positive change in her perception, Jesus said, “The hour is coming, and is now here, when 

true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth.”  To which the woman responded, “I know that the Messiah is 

coming, the one called the Christ.”  Jesus replied by letting her know who he really was, “I am he, the one who is speaking 

with you.” 

 This revelation makes her so happy that she runs off to town, leaving her water jar behind, in order to tell of her dis-

covery to her townmates.  She became an apostle, an instant missionary.  She shared with her fellow Samaritans her own 

experience of Jesus and urged them to go see for themselves.  They went and having heard Jesus, they triumphantly told the 

woman, “We no longer believe because of your word; for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the 

savior of the world.”  They urged him to stay with them.  He did - for two days. 

 There is an image of the Samaritan woman in each of us.  Perhaps like her we thirst for so many things:  money, 

honor, power, luxury, and comfort.  We think that these things can make us really happy - only to realize that we even be-

come more thirsty with discontentment.  We can see how the woman ended up with five husbands and she was living now 

with another man.  But the encounter with Jesus has changed her life.  In the human heart there is a thirst for something that 

only Jesus Christ can satisfy.  St. Augustine, who was once a great sinner, said, “My heart is restless till it finds rest in you, 

my God.” 

 

      Praying for you all, 

  

      Fr. Anacleto 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism 

2nd Saturday of the month @ 11:00 AM, Baptism Class is the 

last Saturday of the month preceding the baptism @ 9:00 AM, 

pre-registration is needed, available in English & Spanish in-

struction. Please call the rectory to schedule, at least one month 

ahead of desired date. For further information and for the re-

quirements of the godparents, please call the Rectory office. 

Confession 

Saturday @ 4:00 – 4:40 PM and by appointment  

Marriage 

Couple should contact the rectory office for information and 

registration at least 6 months prior to the date of marriage.  

Anointing of the Sick 

Call the rectory to arrange for a Priest’s visit  

 

 

 
 

CHURCH OFFERING 
1st Collection - $6,759.50 

2nd Collection - $1,762.00 

March 5th - Youth Ministry* 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Collections 
 

March 12th - Church Maintenance* 

March 19th - Catholic Relief Services 

March 26th - Easter Flower Offering 
 

*Due to an error these envelopes were not included in your Jan/

Feb packet but will be included with your March envelopes.  We 

apologize for any inconvenience.   

 

Online Giving 

If you are interested in donating online, please visit the parish 

website. Parishioners can schedule their contribution to be made 

weekly, bi-weekly or monthly. 

 

 
 

 

Religious Education 

Faith Formation Classes are held Sundays from 8:45 AM to 

11:00 AM. The classes run from September through June.  Reg-

istrations for Faith Formation are presently being accepted at 

the Rectory Office for classes from:  1st - 8th Grades.   Proof of 

baptism is required for children who are being registered for the 

first time. For further information on registration please call the 

Rectory Office at 718-335-2626.  

 

If you would be interested in volunteering for the Faith Formation Pro-

gram, please call the Parish Office at 718-335-2626 or e-mail ascen-
sionfaithformationoffice@gmail.com 

 

Lent Confessions 

Lent Confessions for students in the Religious Education Pro-

gram, grades 3 through 8 at the church on:  Friday, March 24th 

from 5:15 PM - 6:30 PM.  All students in these grades are to 

attend. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 

Are you an unbaptized adult but want to be baptized in the 

Catholic church? Or, are you baptized non-Catholic who desires 

to be a Catholic? Or, are you baptized Catholic in need of the 

Sacrament of Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation for 

Adults is the place for you.   Registrations are presently being 

accepted at the Rectory Office.  For further information please 

call the Rectory office at 718-335-2626. 



Saturday, March  11th 

 5:00  PM Romeo and Maria Marquez 

Sunday, March 12th 

  8:30 AM People of the Parish 

10:00 AM Sim Mee Wong 

11:30 AM R. R. Hoover and Pattu Hoover 

  1:00 PM Gabino Corona, Jovita Osorio, Gabino Corona, Jr. 

Salomon Corona, Rafael Corona 

Clara I. Salas 

Artemio Mora Figueredo 

Kenneth Schwartz 

Heriberto Altamirano (L) 

Carlos Pilamunga (L) 

Byron Galan (L) 

Alicia Perez (L) 

Adriana Maria Higuita 

Mariela Vargas 

Fredy Palacios 

Luisa Toxqi Hernandez 

Juan Portillo (L), Angela Garcia (L) 

Diana Paguay (L) 

Eliana Tlachino (L) 

  5:00 PM Souls in Purgatory 

Monday, March 13th  

7:00 AM Muriel Lindquist

9:00 AM Rachel and Val Tavaris 

Tuesday, March 14th 

7:00 AM Jose Roland Colago (L) and 

Ronald A. Colago (L)

9:00 AM Rogelio Dejano 

Wednesday, March 15th

7:00 AM Maria Lourdes A. Maranan (L)

9:00 AM Erlinda Venturina 

Thursday, March 16th 

7:00 AM Arnold Carpena (L)

9:00 AM Alfonso and Cecilia D’Souza 

Friday, March 17th  - St. Patrick, Bishop 

7:00 AM James, Bernie and Katie Greeran 

9:00 AM Armando R. Martija (L) 

Saturday, March 18th - St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and 

    Doctor of the Church 

 9:00 AM Patrick (L) and Fines Francisco (L) 

Aarav Sarma (L) 

Lokamatha Sarma (L) 

Lourdes Bautista 

Bridie Sullivan 

Felipe Bolaños 

Please pray for: 

Deceased members of our families 

MEMORIALS 
   March 12 – March 18 

Altar Bread and Wine has been donated 

In Loving Memory of 

 Robert Zahn, Sr. 

Sanctuary Lamp will burn 

In Loving Memory of 

Margaret Purvis 

 Altar Flowers has been donated 

 In Loving Memory of 
  (please contact the Rectory Office to request a flower memorial) 

Altar Candles will burn 

        In Loving Memory of 

     Rev. Msgr. John W. Maloney 

     Memorials are available, kindly contact Rectory Office. 

        Pray for the Sick: 

Rosa Tan, Carmen Moredo, Tony Alialy, Sandra P. Carvajal. Julissa 
Martinez, Luis Arnulfo, Elizabeth Yee, Elie Fornilda, Jose Reynel 

Vigoya, Joel Rivera, Sursatti Shaw, Gloria Patricia Rios, Harold, 

Diego y Kennedy Gomez, Elisa Marquina, Maria Daulo, Jose M. 
Rosado, Karla Nicole Paredes, Romelia Arenas, Rubiela Arenas, 

Carmen Wilson, Enrique Soto, Eduardo D. Soto, Teresita Danseco, Evangeline 

& Victoria Danseco, Nazarette Serion, Greta Tasayco, Nerissa Infante, Laura 
Kreft, Jaime and Shirley Ann Gundran, John Kenneth Villagonzalo.   To add 

names, please call the Parish Office. 

United in Communion, United in Charity

More than ever, we need your help to spread the light of Christ 

to our city and neighbors by giving to the 2023 Annual Catholic 

Appeal.  Your participation joins you in faith with others in the 

Church to do good works during challenging times in new inno-

vative ways: 

Connecting our young people to the Church 

Feeding the hungry 

Visiting the sick and imprisoned 

Giving shelter to the homeless 

Welcoming the stranger 

Caring for the elderly 

Sharing our faith 

Educating the young 

Forming deacons and priest 

The work you support with a donation to the Appeal goes be-

yond the abilities of any one parish while benefiting the faithful 

in all parishes including Ascension. Donate at Annual Catholic 

Appeal.org or text ACA to 917-336-1255.  To donate on-line: 

https://catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-appeal/ 

In the coming weeks during Masses across our diocese and at 

our parish we will be conducting a commitment weekend ask-

ing for the support of all who are able. 

Remember, that no gift is too small!   Thank you. 



Spanish Corner: 
El Sacramento del Bautismo

Tenemos Bautismo en español el tercer sábado del mes a las 

11:00 AM La clase pre-bautismal será el sábado antes del 

bautismo a las 9:00 AM Se requiere inscripción previa para la 

clase y el Bautismo, lo menos con un mes de anticipación. 

Llamar a la oficina parroquial para más información y para los 

requisitos de los padrinos. 

Clases de Educación Religiosas Para Adultos

Adultos necesitados de recibir los sacramentos, Bautismo, Co-

munión o Confirmación pueden registrarse para las clases del 

Rito de la Iniciación Cristiana de Adultos (RICA).  Las clases de 

RICA también son para adultos que no son Católicos, pero están 

interesados en ser Católico.  Inscripciones serán aceptadas en la 

Oficina Parroquial.  Para atención en español, llamar al 718-335-

2626, en el horario de día de lunes a viernes.

Clases De Educación Religiosa

La clases de Educación Religiosa para los niños/jóvenes del 

primero a octavo grado toman lugar los domingos de 8:45 AM a 

11:00 AM de septiembre a junio.  Inscripciones para el programa 

del próximo año escolar se están actualizando al presente.   Se 

requiere prueba de bautismo para todo niño/a registrado por 

primer vez.   Para mas información en español llamar al 718-335

-2626, en el horario de día de lunes a viernes. 

Nuestra parroquia necesita voluntarios y catequistas para el 

programa de educación religiosa.  Para servir de voluntario o 

catequista en el Programa de Educación Religiosa, favor de 

llamar a la  Oficina Parroquial al 718-335-2626 durante el 

horario de día. 

Confesiones en Cuaresma

Confesiones por Cuaresma serán ofrecida a todos los estudiantes 

del programa de Educación Religiosa grados tercer a octavo el: 

viernes 24 de marzo en la iglesia de 5:15 PM a 6:30 PM.  Todos 

los estudiantes en estos grados deberán de asistir. 

Reunión Cuaresmal

Tendremos una Reunión Cuaresmal el viernes, 24 de marzo a las 

7:00 PM en la iglesia.  Reúnase con nosotros para una jornada de 

Cuaresma fructífera y significativa. 

Campaña Católica Anual Del 2023 

Unidos en Comunión     Unidos en Caridad 

Más que nunca, necesitamos su ayuda para difundir la luz de Cristo en 

nuestra ciudad y vecindarios contribuyendo a la Campaña Católica 

Anual del 2023.  Su participación lo une en la fe con otros en la iglesia 

para hacer buenas obras durante tiempos desafiantes con nuevas formas 

innovadoras:   

Conectando a nuestro jóvenes a la Iglesia 

Alimentando a los hambrientos 

Visitando a enfermos y presos 

Dando refugio a las personas sin hogar 

Dando la bienvenida al extranjero 

Cuidando a los ancianos 

Compartiendo nuestra fe 

Educando a los jóvenes 

Formando diáconos y sacerdotes 

Dentro de unas semanas durante las misas a través de nuestra diócesis y 

en nuestra parroquia llevaremos a cabo un fin de semana de 

compromiso pidiendo el apoyo de todos los que puedan. 

Haga su donación hoy en Annual Catholic Appeal.org o envié un texto 

con las siglas ACA al 917-336-1255.  Para donar en línea: https://

catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-appeal/    

Recuerden que cualquier cantidad será aceptada. Gracias. 

PRAYER GROUPS  &  DEVOTIONS 
Monday:  Miraculous Medal Novena 

Mondays @ 9:30 AM 

Tuesday: Spanish Prayer Group @ 7:00 PM 

Wednesday: Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Novena @ 9:30 AM | Novena Mass 

@ 7:00 PM (1st Wednesday) 

Thursday: Rosary Making Ministry - to request supplies and/

or pick up rosaries, please email: 

marie_panas@msn.com 

Friday: Holy Hour / Exposition & Benediction 

1st Friday @ 9:30 AM Mass 

Our Lady of Fatima | Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

& Black Nazarene 

1st Friday – Angelus | Rosary | Novena to Our Lady 

of Fatima @ 6:00 PM &   

Mass @ 7:00 PM  

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group & Choir 

3rd Friday 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM (Lower Church) to start

on Friday, March 17th 

Marriage Encounter Prayer Group 

Last Friday @ 7:30 PM 

Saturday: 2000 Hail Mary 

1st Saturday @ 9:30 AM 

Lady of Mary Mediatrix of all Grace 

2nd Saturday @ 9:30 AM 

El Shaddai 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturday  

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

Sunday: Ascension Parish Rosary Society 

1st Sunday @10:00 AM 
 

Religious Education Children’s Choir 

2nd, 3rd ,4th  and if applicable 5th Sunday @ 11:15 

AM-12:30 PM 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group and 

God the Father of All Mankind Devotion 

Prayer Group 

4th Sunday @ 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (Lower Church) 

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (Church) 

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM (Lower Church) 

CFC Christian Life Program* 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, and if applicable 5th Sunday 

     @ 2:00 to 5:00 PM (Lower Church) 

    4th Sunday of the month @ 3:00 to 6 PM (Lower Church)  

EVENTS / NEWS & UPDATES 

Prayer Service & Benediction:  St. Joseph Courageous Mi-

grant, Sunday, March 19th at 4:00 PM  Praying for Migrants and 

Refugees at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Church, 110-06 Queens 

Blvd., Forest Hills, NY 718-286-6251 

ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org 

Parish Lenten Recollection:  There will be a Parish Lenten 

Recollection on Friday, March 24th at 7:00 PM in the church.  All 

are invited to partake in the spiritual benefits of this Lenten gath-

ering.   

2022 Contribution Statement:  To request a Contribution State-

ment for the year 2022 for tax purposes please call or e-mail the 

rectory during office hours and leave your name, address and 

envelope number.  

mailto:marie_panas@msn.com


Saint’s Corner: 

St. Frances of Rome 

March 9 

Frances was born in Rome in 1384 to a noble and 

wealthy family.  Already at the age of 11 she asked her parents 

to allow her to become a nun.  But her parents, though excellent 

Christians, had other plans for her.  When she reached the age of 

13, they married her to Lorenzo dei Ponziani, a rich landowner, 

to whom she bore three children (two sons and a daughter). 

Their marriage was a good one.  In all the forty years that she 

lived with her husband there was never the slightest dispute nor 

misunderstanding between them.  One of the reasons for this 

harmony was that Frances gave top priority to her duties as a 

wife and mother, interrupting her prayers whenever her husband 

or children needed her.  As for her children, even though she 

could afford paid helpers, she allowed no one but herself to look 

after them during their childhood. 

Fortunately for Frances, early on in her marriage she 

discovered that one of her sisters-in-law, Vannozza, had also 

dreamed of becoming a nun and still yearned for a deeper life of 

prayer and self-dedication to the needy.  So the two young 

women developed a lifelong friendship and henceforth gave 

themselves as a rule of life that would help them become better 

Christians.  Plainly dressed, together they began to visit the poor 

of Rome, ministering to their wants and relieving their distress. 

Their husbands, who were both devoted to them, did not object 

to the charities and austerities.  Daily the two young women 

went to nurse the patients of a nearby hospital, taking a special 

care of those suffering from the most repulsive diseases.  How-

ever, these charitable works they performed only after doing 

their housework and discharging all their domestic duties. 

Over the years Frances’ life was not always a bed of 

roses.  At one point in time a great plague swept across Italy, 

cruelly devastating Rome.  Frances lost a son and a daughter to 

that plague.  Yet, that did not prevent her from doing everything 

she could to help the sick and buy them whatever they needed. 

She also converted a section of her house into a hospital. 

In 1425 Frances formed a society of women living in 

the world and bound by no vows, but pledged to make a simple 

offering of themselves to God and to the service of the poor. 

She died in 1440, and was canonized in 1608 by Pope Paul V. 

Children’s Section: 

NEW TO OUR PARISH? 

WELCOME! PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

New parishioners are to register in the Parish. Please notify the Parish 

Office of any changes in address or phone number.  

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Email____________________________________________________  

_____I wish to receive a registration form  

_____I have an address change  

_____I am moving out of the Parish

Please cut out and return to Parish office or drop in the collection bas-

ket.   Thank you. 



PAPAVERO FUNERALHOME
Family Owned & Operated for 5 Generations

72-27 Grand Avenue Maspeth, NY 11378
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718-335-2626
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FUNERAL HOMES

Family Owned and Operated Since 1900
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SpanishBible
LatinoamericanaTranslation

Nuestra Biblia Católica Familiar

This deluxe padded cover Bible is a classic Spanish Edition featuring the popular
Catholic Latinoamericana translation.

Features: Gold-gilded pages, Scripture Readings for Our Wedding Day,
Padded covers and gold embossing, Stories of Christmas and Easter and
Presentation page

Burgundy paddedcover........................... $56.99 post paid
C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc. • 200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost
of ____(quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped post
paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State ___________ Zip _______

FiresideCatholicHeritage
EditionBible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American
Bible Revised Edition translation is the ideal Catholic
Family Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record
section and Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded
page edges. Only $79.99 post paid
C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost of
_________ (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
post paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____
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