
Parish Mission Statement  
Empowered  by  the  Holy  Spi r i t ,  we ,  the  people  o f  Ascension,  s t r i ve  to  be  un i ted  in  Chr i s t  

t hrough  worship  and prayer ,  grow in  Chri s t  through  God’s  word  and the  sacraments ,   

and  serve  Chri s t  in  one  another  by  shar ing  t ime,  ta len t  and treasure .  

F O U R T H  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T

M A R C H  1 9 ,  2 0 2 3  

From the Pastor’s Desk: 

Dear Ascension Family, 

To help us make our Lenten journey meaningful and 

fruitful, we have scheduled a Parish Lenten Recollection with the 

theme “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve” 

on March 24, Friday, at 7:00 in the evening in the church.  The 

recollection will be given by Rev. Fr. Ray Basilious, Ph.D., who 

holds a doctorate Degree in Religious Education from Fordham University and is also an Adjunct 

Associate Professor in the department of theology at St. John’s University, New York.  I strongly 

encourage everyone, especially all officers and members of the Parish Pastoral Council, Parish Fi-

nance Council, and all the different ministries and devotional groups in the parish, to avail of this 

gracefilled event. 

Lent is a blessed time for self-examination and discover our blindness to the call of imitat-

ing Christ the servant. 

The gospel reading today is about blindness:  the physical blindness of the man blind from 

birth, and the spiritual blindness of the Pharisees who could see but chose to be blind.  In reference to 

the Pharisees, Jesus says:  “They have eyes but do not see.” 

Jesus gives sight to the man who had been born blind.  Jesus spat on the ground, made mud 

with his saliva and smeared the man’s eyes with the mud.  He then told him to wash in the pool of 

Siloam.  After the man had washed his eyes, he was able to see. 

The blind man’s miracle of physical sight symbolizes the journey from darkness to light, 

which is a journey from unbelief to faith.  This gift of faith is the deeper miracle Jesus works for the 

blind man, which takes place gradually. 

The first stage comes when the healed man is asked about his cure.  His reply:  “The man 

called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’  So I went there 

and washed and was able to see.”  In other words, the blind man’s perception of Jesus is that he is a 

man - a remarkable man, but just a man.  The second stage comes when the Pharisees interrogate him: 

“What do you have to say about him, since he opened your eyes?”  The man replies, “He is a 

prophet.”  The man’s answer reveals a growth in his understanding of Jesus.  For the blind man, Jesus 

is more than just a man. He is a prophet! The third stage comes later on in the day when Jesus asks the 
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blind man, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  He answers, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe him?”  Jesus responds, “You have seen 

him and the one speaking with you is he.”  “I do, believe, Lord,” the man replies, and he falls on his knees before Jesus.  

The man’s spiritual vision of Jesus takes its final leap forward.  He perceives Jesus to be more than a man.  He perceives Jesus 

to be more than a prophet.  He perceives Jesus to be the Lord before whom “every knee should bend.” 

On the other hand, the Pharisees remained stubborn in their unbelief.  They refused to believe.  They closed their eyes to the 

truth that was right in front of them.  Here is the very man who was cured standing right in front of them, swearing to the truth of the 

matter, that he was cured, and that Jesus was the one who cured him.  But they would not believe.  They were the living proof of the say-

ing, “There are none so blind as those who will not see.” 

At first they would not accept the fact that the man before them had been born blind.  His parents had to be dragged into court to 

prove that he was their son, that he had been born blind, and that he had been cured.  Despite all the evidence, the Pharisees would not 

admit the truth.  Because they chose to be blind, they were unable to rejoice in the wonderful bit of news - a neighbor who was born 

blind has been cured!  In their blindness, they lashed out at Jesus, they bullied and intimidated the parents of the blind man, and they pun-

ished the man who can now see by expelling him from the synagogue. 

What does the gospel story say to us?  Physical sight is a wonderful gift we should never take for granted.  But spiritual sight - 

the gift of faith, is a deeper and more wonderful kind of seeing.  In Baptism, we were given the gift of faith.  We have to care for and 

grow in that faith. 

Without faith we are in darkness.  Those without faith look at a human being and see only a rational animal.  Those with faith 

see any human being - rich or poor, white or black, healthy or sick - as a child of God.  Those without faith look at suffering and see only 

a tragedy.  Those with faith see suffering as a sharing in the redemptive suffering of Christ.  Those without faith look at death and see 

only end of life.  Those with faith see death as a door that leads to new life.  Those without faith look at the Eucharist and see only bread 

and wine.  Those with faith see the Eucharist as the Body and Blood of Christ.  Those without faith see sharing of your time talent and 

resources as foolishness.  Those with faith see it as gratitude to the graciousness of God. 

There is no better time than during this season of Lent to reexamine our lives, discover our many kinds of spiritual blindness, 

and ask for healing.  The blind man in the gospel story has no name.  He can be anyone of us. 

Let us pray that, like the blind man who received the gift of faith, we may have faith to see always the wonderful and marvelous 

things God is doing in our daily lives. 

Praying for you all, 

Fr. Anacleto 

SACRAMENTS

Baptism 

2nd Saturday of the month @ 11:00 AM, Baptism Class is the 

last Saturday of the month preceding the baptism @ 9:00 AM, 

pre-registration is needed, available in English & Spanish in-

struction. Please call the rectory to schedule, at least one month 

ahead of desired date. For further information and for the re-

quirements of the godparents, please call the Rectory office. 

Confession 

Saturday @ 4:00 – 4:40 PM and by appointment 

Marriage 

Couple should contact the rectory office for information and 

registration at least 6 months prior to the date of marriage. 

Anointing of the Sick 

Call the rectory to arrange for a Priest’s visit

CHURCH OFFERING 
1st Collection - $5,791.50 

2nd Collection - $2,098.00 

March 12th - Church Maintenance 

Upcoming Second Collections 

March 19th - Catholic Relief Services 

March 26th - Easter Flower Offering 

Online Giving

If you are interested in donating online, please visit the parish 

website. Parishioners can schedule their contribution to be made 

weekly, bi-weekly or monthly.

Religious Education

Faith Formation Classes are held Sundays from 8:45 AM to 

11:00 AM. The classes run from September through June.  Reg-

istrations for Faith Formation are presently being accepted at 

the Rectory Office for classes from:  1st - 8th Grades.   Proof of 

baptism is required for children who are being registered for the 

first time. For further information on registration please call the 

Rectory Office at 718-335-2626. 
If you would be interested in volunteering for the Faith Formation Pro-

gram, please call the Parish Office at 718-335-2626 or e-mail ascen-
sionfaithformationoffice@gmail.com 

Lent Confessions 

Lent Confessions for students in the Religious Education Pro-

gram, grades 3 through 8 at the church on:  Friday, March 24th 

from 5:15 PM - 6:30 PM.  All students in these grades are to 

attend. 

Meeting for Parents and Students 

Preparing for First Holy Communion 

There will be a meeting on Sunday, March 26 at 8:30 AM in the lower 

church for the parents and the students who are preparing to receive 

First Holy Communion this year in May.  After the meeting the par-

ents, students and catechists of the second graders will attend the 11:30 

AM Mass. 

No Class Easter Sunday, April 9 

There will be no classes for the students in the Religious Education 

Program on Easter Sunday, April 9.  The classes will resume Sunday, 

April 16 at 8:30 AM at the school. 



  
 

Saturday, March  18th 

 5:00  PM Gabriel Ruiz 

 

Sunday, March 19th 

  8:30 AM People of the Parish 
 

10:00 AM Emma and Rodrigo Rosado 
 

11:30 AM In Honor of St. Joseph 
 

  1:00 PM  Eduardo (L) and Evangeline Montana (L) 

  Rosario Saez Mancebo 

  Justo E. Salas 

  Byron Erazo 

  Gabriela Moreno 

  Rosa Amaro 

  Victor Pilamunga 

  Alvin B. Beatty 

  Maria Alicia Rubiano 

  Juan de Jesus Rubiano 

  Yaneth Sanabria 

  Jose Eduardo Alonso 

  Emma Ramos 

  Sofia Diaz (L) 

  Mateo Morales (L) y familia (L) 

  Pedro Flores Flores (L) 

  Cirila Sanchez Romero 
  
  

Monday, March 20th - St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed  

                                      Virgin Mary  

7:00 AM Gonzalo Daulo 

9:00 AM George and Robert Tavaris 

 

Tuesday, March 21st   
7:00 AM Ulises de la Rosa 

9:00 AM Rosita Tan 

  Rodrigo L. Maranan 

 

Wednesday, March 22nd   
7:00 AM Clara Wong 

9:00 AM Leonor Canlas 

 

Thursday, March 23rd - St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop  

7:00 AM Marco Gonzalez 

9:00 AM Philomena O’Connor 

 

Friday, March 24th   
7:00 AM Gonzalo Daulo  

9:00 AM Humberto Ochoa 

 

Saturday, March 25th - The Annunciation of the Lord 

 9:00 AM Elmira, Gloria and all deceased members of  

  the Tanoy Family 

  Gertrude Kornblum 

  Catherine Dorothy Manas 

  

  

Please pray for: 

 Deceased members of our families 

MEMORIALS 
                         March 19 – March 25 

 

 

Altar Bread and Wine has been donated 

In Loving Memory of 

               Angelita Bacsin 

                
 

 

Sanctuary Lamp will burn  

for 

Maria, Gabor and Francis Montgomery 

                 
   

 Altar Flowers has been donated 

          In Loving Memory of 
  (please contact the Rectory Office to request a flower memorial) 
 

 

  Altar Candles will burn 

        In Loving Memory of 

                                      Clara Wong 

        
     Memorials are available, kindly contact Rectory Office. 
 

                       

                        

                                   Pray for the Sick: 

Rosa Tan, Carmen Moredo, Tony Alialy, Sandra P. Carvajal. Julissa 
Martinez, Luis Arnulfo, Elizabeth Yee, Elie Fornilda, Jose Reynel 

Vigoya, Joel Rivera, Sursatti Shaw, Gloria Patricia Rios, Harold, 

Diego y Kennedy Gomez, Elisa Marquina, Maria Daulo, Jose M. 
Rosado, Karla Nicole Paredes, Romelia Arenas, Rubiela Arenas, 

Carmen Wilson, Enrique Soto, Eduardo D. Soto, Teresita Danseco, Evangeline 

& Victoria Danseco, Nazarette Serion, Greta Tasayco, Nerissa Infante, Laura 
Kreft, Jaime and Shirley Ann Gundran, Egbert Nuñez.   To add names, please 

call the Parish Office. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

United in Communion, United in Charity 

More than ever, we need your help to spread the light of Christ 

to our city and neighbors by giving to the 2023 Annual Catholic 

Appeal.  Your participation joins you in faith with others in the 

Church to do good works during challenging times in new inno-

vative ways: 
 

Connecting our young people to the Church 

Feeding the hungry 

Visiting the sick and imprisoned 

Giving shelter to the homeless 

Welcoming the stranger 

Caring for the elderly 

Sharing our faith 

Educating the young 

Forming deacons and priest 
 

The work you support with a donation to the Appeal goes be-

yond the abilities of any one parish while benefiting the faithful 

in all parishes including Ascension. Donate at Annual Catholic 

Appeal.org or text ACA to 917-336-1255.  To donate on-line: 

https://catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-appeal/ 
 

In the coming weeks during Masses across our diocese and at 

our parish we will be conducting a commitment weekend ask-

ing for the support of all who are able. 
 

Remember, that no gift is too small!   Thank you. 



Spanish Corner:  
 

El Sacramento del Bautismo  

Tenemos Bautismo en español el tercer sábado del mes a las 

11:00 AM La clase pre-bautismal será el sábado antes del 

bautismo a las 9:00 AM Se requiere inscripción previa para la 

clase y el Bautismo, lo menos con un mes de anticipación.   

Llamar a la oficina parroquial para más información y para los 

requisitos de los padrinos. 
 

Clases De Educación Religiosa 

La clases de Educación Religiosa para los niños/jóvenes del 

primero a octavo grado toman lugar los domingos de 8:45 AM a 

11:00 AM de septiembre a junio.  Inscripciones para el programa 

del próximo año escolar se están actualizando al presente.   Se 

requiere prueba de bautismo para todo niño/a registrado por 

primer vez.   Para mas información en español llamar al 718-335

-2626, en el horario de día de lunes a viernes.  

 

Nuestra parroquia necesita voluntarios y catequistas para el 

programa de educación religiosa.  Para servir de voluntario o 

catequista en el Programa de Educación Religiosa, favor de 

llamar a la  Oficina Parroquial al 718-335-2626 durante el 

horario de día. 
 

Confesiones en Cuaresma 

Confesiones por Cuaresma serán ofrecida a todos los estudiantes 

del programa de Educación Religiosa grados tercer a octavo el:  

viernes 24 de marzo en la iglesia de 5:15 PM a 6:30 PM.  Todos 

los estudiantes en estos grados deberán de asistir. 
 

Reunión para los Padres y Estudiantes  

Preparandose para la Primera Comunión 

Habrá una reunion el domingo 26 de marzo a las 8:30 AM en el 

sótano de la Iglesia para los padres y los estudiantes que reci-

birán Primera Comunión este año en mayo.  Después de la reun-

ion los padres, estudiantes y catequistas asistirán la Misa de 

11:30 AM. 
 

No Clases Domingo de Pascua de la Resurrección 

9 de abril 

No habrá clases para los estudiantes en el Programa de Educa-

ción Religiosa el Domingo de Pascua de la Resurrección, 9 de 

abril.  Regresan a clases el domingo 16 de abril a las 8:30 AM en 

la escuela. 

Reunión Cuaresmal 

Tendremos una Reunión Cuaresmal el viernes, 24 de marzo a las 

7:00 PM en la iglesia.  Reúnase con nosotros para una jornada de 

Cuaresma fructífera y significativa. 
 

Campaña Católica Anual Del 2023 

Unidos en Comunión     Unidos en Caridad 

Más que nunca, necesitamos su ayuda para difundir la luz de Cristo en 

nuestra ciudad y vecindarios contribuyendo a la Campaña Católica 

Anual del 2023.  Su participación lo une en la fe con otros en la iglesia 

para hacer buenas obras durante tiempos desafiantes con nuevas formas 

innovadoras:  Conectando a nuestro jóvenes a la Iglesia; Alimentando a 

los hambrientos; Visitando a enfermos y presos; Dando refugio a las 

personas sin hogar; Dando la bienvenida al extranjero; Cuidando a los 

ancianos; Compartiendo nuestra fe; Educando a los jóvenes; Formando 

diáconos y sacerdotes 

Dentro de unas semanas durante las misas a través de nuestra diócesis y 

en nuestra parroquia llevaremos a cabo un fin de semana de 

compromiso pidiendo el apoyo de todos los que puedan. 

Haga su donación hoy en Annual Catholic Appeal.org o envié un texto 

con las siglas ACA al 917-336-1255.  Para donar en línea: https://

catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-appeal/    

Recuerden que cualquier cantidad será aceptada. Gracias. 

PRAYER GROUPS  &  DEVOTIONS 
Monday:  Miraculous Medal Novena 

Mondays @ 9:30 AM 
 

Tuesday:  Spanish Prayer Group @ 7:00 PM 
 

Wednesday: Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Novena @ 9:30 AM | Novena Mass  

@ 7:00 PM (1st Wednesday) 
 

Thursday: Rosary Making Ministry - to request supplies and/

or pick up rosaries, please email: 

marie_panas@msn.com 
 

Friday:  Holy Hour / Exposition & Benediction 

1st Friday @ 9:30 AM Mass 
 

Our Lady of Fatima | Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

& Black Nazarene 

1st Friday – Angelus | Rosary | Novena to Our Lady 

of Fatima @ 6:00 PM &   

Mass @ 7:00 PM  
 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group & Choir 

3rd Friday 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM (Lower Church) to start 

on Friday, March 17th 

Marriage Encounter Prayer Group 

Last Friday @ 7:30 PM 
 

Saturday:  2000 Hail Mary 

1st Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

Lady of Mary Mediatrix of all Grace 

2nd Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

El Shaddai 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturday  

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

Sunday:  Ascension Parish Rosary Society 

1st Sunday @10:00 AM  
 

Religious Education Children’s Choir 

2nd, 3rd ,4th  and if applicable 5th Sunday @ 11:15 

 AM-12:30 PM 
 
 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group and 

God the Father of All Mankind Devotion 

Prayer Group 

4th Sunday @ 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (Lower Church) 

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (Church) 

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

 

CFC Christian Life Program* 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, and if applicable 5th Sunday 

     @ 2:00 to 5:00 PM (Lower Church) 

    4th Sunday of the month @ 3:00 to 6 PM (Lower Church)  

 
 

 

EVENTS / NEWS & UPDATES 

Prayer Service & Benediction:  St. Joseph Courageous Mi-

grant, Sunday, March 19th at 4:00 PM  Praying for Migrants and 

Refugees at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Church, 110-06 Queens 

Blvd., Forest Hills, NY 718-286-6251 

ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org 
 

Parish Lenten Recollection:  There will be a Parish Lenten 

Recollection on Friday, March 24th at 7:00 PM in the church.  All 

are invited to partake in the spiritual benefits of this Lenten gath-

ering.   
                         

2022 Contribution Statement:  To request a Contribution State-

ment for the year 2022 for tax purposes please call or e-mail the 

rectory during office hours and leave your name, address and 

envelope number.  

mailto:marie_panas@msn.com


Saint’s Corner: 

St. Patrick 

March 17 

A blessing in disguise is a problem (difficulty, accident, 

suffering, natural disaster) that eventually becomes a benefit or 

advantage.  For example, someone can say:  “The violent rain-

storm we had was a blessing in disguise, because it extinguished 

the forest fires that were devastating the area. 

When St. Patrick was only 16 years old, something bad 

happened to him which eventually proved a blessing in disguise: 

he was kidnapped from his native England by Irish pirates about 

the year 405 and sold as a slave to a pagan master whom Patrick 

served as a shepherd for six years.  There, he experienced hunger 

and isolation.  But that turned out for Patrick to be a blessing in 

disguise because his long days of solitude and silence in the 

midst of nature brought him to review his growing-up years and 

to make a complete turn-around of his life.  Writing in his Con-

fessions or spiritual autobiography of those six years of shep-

herding he said:  “Constantly I used to pray in the daytime. 

Love of God increased more and more, and my faith grew so that 

in a single day I said as many as hundred prayers and at night 

nearly as many. 

After six years of captivity, Patrick was able to escape 

in miraculous circumstances and was restored to his family.  But 

he had grown so attached to Ireland that he eventually decided 

he had to go back and evangelize that island.  He studied theol-

ogy and was ordained a priest, and for some years exercised his 

priestly ministry.  Meanwhile Pope St. Celestine I, had sent a 

certain bishop Palladinus to begin the evangelization of Ireland, 

but Palladinus died within a year and produced a very little fruit. 

That was when, around the year 432, Patrick was ordained a 

bishop and sent to replace Palladinus and carry on his work of 

evangelization. 

Thanks to his heroic labors, Ireland was practically con-

verted when he died on this day around the year 461.  This ex-

traordinary result was due to his courage (his life was in danger 

almost daily), his tenacity against opposition to his work (the 

pagan priests were bitterly hostile to him) and his personal holiness 

(Patrick prayed much and led a life of extreme mortification). 

Only a saint could have accomplished so much in so little a time. 

One lesson we can learn from St. Patrick’s life is that 

some of the worst things that can happen to us can turn out to be 

blessings in disguise.  For a Christian, in fact, everything can 

become a blessing in disguise.  Because, as St. Paul says, “all 

things work to the advantage of those who love God”(Romans 

8:28). 

Children’s Section: 

NEW TO OUR PARISH? 

WELCOME! PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

New parishioners are to register in the Parish. Please notify the Parish 

Office of any changes in address or phone number.  

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Email____________________________________________________  

_____I wish to receive a registration form  

_____I have an address change  

_____I am moving out of the Parish

Please cut out and return to Parish office or drop in the collection bas-

ket.   Thank you. 



PAPAVERO FUNERALHOME
Family Owned & Operated for 5 Generations

72-27 Grand Avenue Maspeth, NY 11378

Ascension Faith Formation Classes
Grades 1 through 8
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718-897-3401
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SpanishBible
LatinoamericanaTranslation

Nuestra Biblia Católica Familiar

This deluxe padded cover Bible is a classic Spanish Edition featuring the popular
Catholic Latinoamericana translation.

Features: Gold-gilded pages, Scripture Readings for Our Wedding Day,
Padded covers and gold embossing, Stories of Christmas and Easter and
Presentation page

Burgundy paddedcover........................... $56.99 post paid
C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc. • 200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost
of ____(quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped post
paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State ___________ Zip _______

FiresideCatholicHeritage
EditionBible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American
Bible Revised Edition translation is the ideal Catholic
Family Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record
section and Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded
page edges. Only $79.99 post paid
C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost of
_________ (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
post paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____
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