
Parish Mission Statement  
Empowered  by  the  Holy  Spi r i t ,  we ,  the  people  o f  Ascension,  s t r i ve  to  be  un i ted  in  Chr i s t  

t hrough  worship  and prayer ,  grow in  Chri s t  through  God’s  word  and the  sacraments ,   

and  serve  Chri s t  in  one  another  by  shar ing  t ime,  ta len t  and treasure .  

F I F T H  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T

M A R C H  2 6 ,  2 0 2 3  

From the Pastor’s Desk: 

Dear Ascension Family, 

The gospel reading today is about the raising of Laza-

rus from the dead.  Jesus is given the news, “He whom you love 

is sick.”  Surprisingly he does not immediately act to remedy the 

illness of his friend Lazarus whose sisters - Martha and Mary, are 

very close to him.  Jesus delays and allows Lazarus to die. 

The ways of the Lord are often puzzling.  He seems sometimes not to heed the prayers of 

people close to him.  He even allows bad things to happen to his friends.  Friendship with Jesus is no 

guarantee that you will get exactly what you want, and in the way you want it.  Friendship with him is 

no assurance against misfortunes.  Sometimes those close to him suffer more than those who do not 

care for him.  But friendship with Jesus assures us that the sufferings and misfortunes we experience 

will not be the end but are only a means to glory, as Christ’s own sufferings were not the end but only 

his way to glory. 

Sufferings and misfortunes that we encounter are challenges to faith.  It is when Lazarus is 

already dead for four days and the sisters are in depths of sorrow that Jesus issues to Martha a chal-

lenge to believe.  He tells her, “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he 

dies, will live, and everyone lives and believes and me will never die.  Do you believe this?”  What 

Jesus meant by these mysterious words is well explained by the biblical scholar William Barclay.  In 

his commentary on the Gospel of John, Barclay writes: 

“One thing is clear - Jesus was not thinking in terms of physical life; for speaking physi-

cally, it is not true that the person who believes in him will never die.  The Christian experiences 

physical death as any other person does.  We must look for a more than physical meaning. 

“First, Jesus was thinking of the death of sin.  He was saying:  ‘Even if a person is dead in 

sin, even if, through that person’s sins, he she has lost all that makes life worth calling life, I can make 

that person alive again.’  In point of historical fact that is abundantly true. . . A person can become so 

selfish that he or she is dead to the needs of others.  A person can become so insensitive that he or she 

is dead to the feelings of others.  A person can become so involved in the petty dishonesties and the 

petty disloyalties of life, that he or she is dead to honor . . . Jesus Christ can resurrect these persons. 

Continue next page 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 7:00 & 9:00AM

Saturday  : 9:00 AM 

     : 5:00 PM (Vigil Mass)

Sunday     : 8:30 | 10:00 | 11:30AM 

       1:00 PM (Spanish) 

1st Sunday @ 5:00 PM (Cebuano) 

2nd Sunday @ 5:00 PM (Tagalog) 

4th Sunday @ 5:00 PM (Divine Mercy)
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 “Secondly, Jesus was also thinking of the life to come.  He brought into life the certainty that death is not the end.   The last 

words of St.  Edward the Confessor (1000-1066) were, “Weep not, I shall not die; and as I leave the land of the dying, I trust to see the  

blessings of the Lord in the land of the living.’   We call this world the land of the living; but it would in fact be more correct to call it the  

land of the dying.  Through Jesus Christ we know that we are journeying, not to the sunset, but to the sunrise . . .In the most real sense we 

are not on our way to death, but on our way to life. 

 “How does this happen?  It happens when we believe in Jesus Christ.  What does that mean?  To believe in Jesus means to ac-

cept everything that Jesus said as absolutely true, and to stake our lives upon that in perfect trust.  When we do that we enter into two 

new relationships:  First we enter into a new relationship with God.  When we believe that God is as Jesus told us that he is, then we be-

come absolutely sure of his love; we become absolutely sure that he is above all a redeeming God.  The fear of death vanishes, for death 

means going to the great lover of souls.  Secondly, we enter into a new relationship with life.  When we accept Jesus’ way, when we take 

his commands as our laws, and when we realize that he is there to help us to live as he commanded, life becomes a new thing.  When we 

accept Christ’s way as our way, life becomes so lovely a thing that we cannot conceive of it ending incomplete. 

 “When we believe in Jesus, when we accept what he says about God and about life and stake everything on it, in truth we are 

resurrected for we are freed from the fear which is characteristic of the godless life; we are freed from the frustration which is character-

istic of the sin-filled life; we are freed from the futility of the Christless life.  Life is raised from sin’s death and becomes so rich that it 

cannot die but must find in death only the transition to a higher life” (The Gospel of John, vol. 2, pp. 108-11) 

 Martha responds magnificently to the challenge, “Yes Lord, I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the 

one who is coming into the world.”  This profession of faith is richly rewarded by Christ with the raising of Lazarus from the dead.  In 

other words, Lazarus was the beneficiary of the faith of his sister.  The same thing happens in our spiritual lives.  Often there are people 

who are spiritually dead.  But through the faith and prayers of others, grace is obtained for them.  A great example of this is St. 

Augustine, who was the beneficiary of the faith, prayers and tears of his mother, Monica. 

 Jesus Christ not only wants to bring back to life people who are spiritually dead.  He himself is the road to that life.  In this sea-

son of Lent, we are invited to follow that road courageously.  We will never regret it. 

 

       Praying for you all, 

 

       Fr. Anacleto 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism 
 

2nd Saturday of the month @ 11:00 AM, Baptism Class is the 

last Saturday of the month preceding the baptism @ 9:00 AM, 

pre-registration is needed, available in English & Spanish in-

struction. Please call the rectory to schedule, at least one month 

ahead of desired date. For further information and for the re-

quirements of the godparents, please call the Rectory office. 
 

Confession 

Saturday @ 4:00 – 4:40 PM and by appointment 
 

Marriage 

Couple should contact the rectory office for information and 

registration at least 6 months prior to the date of marriage. 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

Call the rectory to arrange for a Priest’s visit  

 
 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFERING 
1st Collection - $5,782.50 

2nd Collection - $1,870.00 

March 19th - Catholic Relief Services  

 

Upcoming Collections 

March 19th - Catholic Relief Services 

March 26th - Easter Flower Offering 

April 2nd - My Easter Gift to my Church 

April 6th Holy Thursday 

April 9th - Holy Land Sanctuaries 

April 16th - Upkeep of Rectory & Grounds 

April 23rd - Catholic Home Missions 

April 30th - Fuel Offering 

Online Giving 

If you are interested in donating online, please visit the parish 

website. Parishioners can schedule their contribution to be made 

weekly, bi-weekly or monthly. 

 
 
 

Religious Education 

Faith Formation Classes are held Sundays from 8:45 AM to 

11:00 AM. The classes run from September through June.  Reg-

istrations for Faith Formation are presently being accepted at 

the Rectory Office for classes from:  1st - 8th Grades.   Proof of 

baptism is required for children who are being registered for the 

first time. For further information on registration please call the 

Rectory Office at 718-335-2626.  

If you would be interested in volunteering for the Faith Formation Pro-

gram, please call the Parish Office at 718-335-2626 or e-mail ascen-
sionfaithformationoffice@gmail.com 

Lent Confessions 

Lent Confessions for students in the Religious Education Pro-

gram, grades 3 through 8 at the church on:  Friday, March 31st 

from 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM.  All students in these grades are to 

attend. 

Meeting for Parents and Students 

Preparing for First Holy Communion 

There will be a meeting on Sunday, March 26 at 8:30 AM in the lower 

church for the parents and the students who are preparing to receive 

First Holy Communion this year in May.  After the meeting the par-

ents, students and catechists of the second graders will attend the 11:30 

AM Mass. 

No Class Easter Sunday, April 9 

There will be no classes for the students in the Religious Education 

Program on Easter Sunday, April 9.  The classes will resume Sunday, 

April 16 at 8:30 AM at the school. 



  
Saturday, March  25th 

 5:00  PM Alicia Villacorta 
 

Sunday, March 26th 

  8:30 AM People of the Parish 
 

10:00 AM Rosita Tan 
 

11:30 AM Hudson Lee (L) 
 

  1:00 PM  Maria P. Clemenceau 

  Justo Salas Arzuaga 

  Alejandra Suarez 

  Gabriela Tochimani 

  Julissa Hernandez (L) 

  Pascual Hernandez (L), Petra Camacho (L) 

  En Honor a San Antonio de Padua 

  Candida Flores, Antonio Flores 

  Victor Pilamunga 

  Margarita Perez 

  Gabriela Moreno 

  En Honor a la Virgen del Cisne 

   

  5:00 PM Nildo B. Tan, Sr. 

  Francisca Khu Tan 

  Nardo Kho Tan 

  Nildo Kho Tan, Jr. 

  Roberto Kho Tan 

  John Nilfranco Khu Tan 

  Pamela Tan 

  Coco Tan 

  Doreen Downs Miller 

  Julia Pacia 

  Rose Labelle (L) In Thanksgiving 
  
  

Monday, March 27th  
7:00 AM Amparo Ledesma 

9:00 AM Juliet and Errol Fern 
 

Tuesday, March 28th   
7:00 AM Lorenza viuda de Ortilla Micua and  

  Meliton Ortilla 

9:00 AM Francen Ong (L) 
 

Wednesday, March 29th   
7:00 AM Michael Mare 

9:00 AM Rosalinda Macalanda (L) 
 

Thursday, March 30th  
7:00 AM Gregoria Bueso 

9:00 AM Delano Guangco 
 

Friday, March 31st   
7:00 AM Eva and Nicholas Mare 

9:00 AM Pauline and Sebastian Tavaris 
 

Saturday, April 1st  
 9:00 AM Purgatorial Society 

 

 

Please pray for: 

 Deceased members of our families 

MEMORIALS 
                         March 26 – April 1 

 

 

Altar Bread and Wine has been donated 

In Loving Memory of 

               Delano Guangco 

                
 

Sanctuary Lamp will burn  

In Loving Memory of 

 Marie Bridget Murtagh 

                 
   

 Altar Flowers has been donated 

          In Loving Memory of 
  (please contact the Rectory Office to request a flower memorial) 
 

 

  Altar Candles will burn 

        In Loving Memory of 

                                  Purgatorial Society 

        
     Memorials are available, kindly contact Rectory Office. 
 

                       
 

                                    

Pray for the Sick: 

Rosa Tan, Carmen Moredo, Tony Alialy, Sandra P. Carvajal. Julissa Martinez, 

Luis Arnulfo, Elizabeth Yee, Elie Fornilda, Jose Reynel Vigoya, 

Joel Rivera, Sursatti Shaw, Gloria Patricia Rios, Harold, Diego y 
Kennedy Gomez, Elisa Marquina, Maria Daulo, Jose M. Rosado, 

Karla Nicole Paredes, Romelia Arenas, Rubiela Arenas, Carmen 

Wilson, Enrique Soto, Eduardo D. Soto, Teresita Danseco, Evange-
line & Victoria Danseco, Nazarette Serion, Greta Tasayco, Nerissa Infante, 

Laura Kreft, Jaime and Shirley Ann Gundran, Egbert Nuñez, Avelina Quilung, 
Dennis Anthony Calimlim, Exelito Valencia, Bonifacio Guiab.  To add names, 

please call the Parish Office. 
 

 

 

 

 

United in Communion, United in Charity 

More than ever, we need your help to spread the light of Christ 

to our city and neighbors by giving to the 2023 Annual Catholic 

Appeal.  Your participation joins you in faith with others in the 

Church to do good works during challenging times in new inno-

vative ways: 
 

Connecting our young people to the Church 

Feeding the hungry 

Visiting the sick and imprisoned 

Giving shelter to the homeless 

Welcoming the stranger 

Caring for the elderly 

Sharing our faith 

Educating the young 

Forming deacons and priest 
 

The work you support with a donation to the Appeal goes be-

yond the abilities of any one parish while benefiting the faithful 

in all parishes including Ascension. Donate at Annual Catholic 

Appeal.org or text ACA to 917-336-1255.  To donate on-line: 

https://catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-appeal/ 
 

In the coming weeks during Masses across our diocese and at 

our parish we will be conducting a commitment weekend ask-

ing for the support of all who are able. 
 

Remember, that no gift is too small!   Thank you. 



Spanish Corner:  
 
 

El Sacramento del Bautismo  

Tenemos Bautismo en español el tercer sábado del mes a las 

11:00 AM La clase pre-bautismal será el sábado antes del 

bautismo a las 9:00 AM Se requiere inscripción previa para la 

clase y el Bautismo, lo menos con un mes de anticipación.   

Llamar a la oficina parroquial para más información y para los 

requisitos de los padrinos. 

 
 

Clases De Educación Religiosa 

La clases de Educación Religiosa para los niños/jóvenes del 

primero a octavo grado toman lugar los domingos de 8:45 AM a 

11:00 AM de septiembre a junio.  Inscripciones para el programa 

del próximo año escolar se están actualizando al presente.   Se 

requiere prueba de bautismo para todo niño/a registrado por 

primer vez.   Para mas información en español llamar al 718-335

-2626, en el horario de día de lunes a viernes.  

 

Nuestra parroquia necesita voluntarios y catequistas para el 

programa de educación religiosa.  Para servir de voluntario o 

catequista en el Programa de Educación Religiosa, favor de 

llamar a la  Oficina Parroquial al 718-335-2626 durante el 

horario de día. 
 

Confesiones en Cuaresma 

Confesiones por Cuaresma serán ofrecida a todos los estudiantes 

del programa de Educación Religiosa grados tercer a octavo el:  

viernes 31 de marzo en la iglesia de 5:00 PM a 6:00 PM.  Todos 

los estudiantes en estos grados deberán de asistir. 

 
 

Reunión para los Padres y Estudiantes  

Preparandose para la Primera Comunión 

Habrá una reunion el domingo 26 de marzo a las 8:30 AM en el 

sótano de la Iglesia para los padres y los estudiantes que reci-

birán Primera Comunión este año en mayo.  Después de la reun-

ion los padres, estudiantes y catequistas asistirán la Misa de 

11:30 AM. 

 
 

No Clases Domingo de Pascua de la Resurrección 

9 de abril 

No habrá clases para los estudiantes en el Programa de Educa-

ción Religiosa el Domingo de Pascua de la Resurrección, 9 de 

abril.  Regresan a clases el domingo 16 de abril a las 8:30 AM en 

la escuela. 
 

Campaña Católica Anual Del 2023 

Unidos en Comunión     Unidos en Caridad 

Más que nunca, necesitamos su ayuda para difundir la luz de Cristo en 

nuestra ciudad y vecindarios contribuyendo a la Campaña Católica 

Anual del 2023.  Su participación lo une en la fe con otros en la iglesia 

para hacer buenas obras durante tiempos desafiantes con nuevas formas 

innovadoras:  Conectando a nuestro jóvenes a la Iglesia; Alimentando a 

los hambrientos; Visitando a enfermos y presos; Dando refugio a las 

personas sin hogar; Dando la bienvenida al extranjero; Cuidando a los 

ancianos; Compartiendo nuestra fe; Educando a los jóvenes; Formando 

diáconos y sacerdotes 

Dentro de unas semanas durante las misas a través de nuestra diócesis y 

en nuestra parroquia llevaremos a cabo un fin de semana de 

compromiso pidiendo el apoyo de todos los que puedan. 

Haga su donación hoy en Annual Catholic Appeal.org o envié un texto 

con las siglas ACA al 917-336-1255.  Para donar en línea: https://

catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-appeal/    
 

Recuerden que cualquier cantidad será aceptada. Gracias. 

PRAYER GROUPS  &  DEVOTIONS 
Monday:  Miraculous Medal Novena 

Mondays @ 9:30 AM 
 

Tuesday:  Spanish Prayer Group @ 7:00 PM 
 

Wednesday: Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Novena @ 9:30 AM | Novena Mass  

@ 7:00 PM (1st Wednesday) 
 

Thursday: Rosary Making Ministry - to request supplies and/

or pick up rosaries, please email: 

marie_panas@msn.com 
 

Friday:  Holy Hour / Exposition & Benediction 

1st Friday @ 9:30 AM Mass 
 

Our Lady of Fatima | Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

& Black Nazarene 

1st Friday – Angelus | Rosary | Novena to Our Lady 

of Fatima @ 6:00 PM &   

Mass @ 7:00 PM  
 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group & Choir 

3rd Friday 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM (Lower Church) to start 

on Friday, March 17th 

Marriage Encounter Prayer Group 

Last Friday @ 7:30 PM 
 

Saturday:  2000 Hail Mary 

1st Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

Lady of Mary Mediatrix of all Grace 

2nd Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

El Shaddai 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturday  

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

Sunday:  Ascension Parish Rosary Society 

1st Sunday @10:00 AM  
 

Religious Education Children’s Choir 

2nd, 3rd ,4th  and if applicable 5th Sunday @ 11:15 

 AM-12:30 PM 
 
 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group and 

God the Father of All Mankind Devotion 

Prayer Group 

4th Sunday @ 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (Lower Church) 

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (Church) 

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

 

CFC Christian Life Program* 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, and if applicable 5th Sunday 

     @ 2:00 to 5:00 PM (Lower Church) 

    4th Sunday of the month @ 3:00 to 6 PM (Lower Church)  

 
 

 

EVENTS / NEWS & UPDATES                         

Donate Your Car:  Running or not you can donate your car to 

the Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn.  Money will 

come back to Ascension Church | IRS Tax Deduction | Free 

Towing |  Any Condition  | Any Model |  718-491-2525 |  or visit:   

svdpauto-brooklynqueens.org 

 

Molloy Open House:  Molloy University Spring Open House, 

Sunday, April 23, 2023 at 1:00 PM, register at:  

www.molloy.edu/openhouse23 

 

2022 Contribution Statement:  To request a Contribution State-

ment for the year 2022 for tax purposes please call or e-mail the 

rectory during office hours and leave your name, address and 

envelope number.  

mailto:marie_panas@msn.com


Saint’s Corner: 

St. John Baptist de la Salle 

April 7 

“No child left behind” is the name given to various initiatives 

to improve education.  It could also be the theme of St. John Baptist de 

la Salle’s life. 

John Baptist de la Salle was born at Reims, France, in 1651 

from a noble and wealthy family.  He was given a solid, Christian edu-

cation, and eventually was ordained a priest in 1678.  During his time, 

education was the prerogative of the wealthy.  It was thought that if the 

poor were educated, they would be less accepting of their status. 

Through various circumstances, John de la Salle began to see 

the need for giving an education to the poor and decided to give himself 

to it.  To achieve this, he decided to spend his private fortune for the 

poor.  Over a forty-year period, he established a number of quality 

schools, and teacher’s colleges for the proper training of teachers.  To 

ensure the continuity of his work, John Baptist de la Salle gathered men 

interested in committing themselves to teaching.  They decided to call 

themselves the Brothers of the Christian Schools.  When he began his 

congregation, a promising young teacher he had chosen for future lead-

ership died before ordination.  John de la Salle came to see this as God’s 

will that the Brothers of Christian Schools would be composed exclu-

sively of brothers. 

John de la Salle revolutionized the system of education.  It 

replaced the old method of individual instruction through private tutors 

(thus education was as prerogative of the wealthy) by advocating class-

room teaching in groups.  He popularized many things that we take for 

granted in our school:  dividing children into grades of similar age apti-

tude, emphasizing the importance of visual aids such as the blackboard. 

It was completely free of charge.  It offered a more practical course of 

studies, a more vocational-oriented alternative to the traditional curricu-

lum in liberal arts, in order to help young people develop marketable 

skills.  But most importantly, it emphasized the centrality of religious 

teaching as the core subject of the curriculum.  Moreover it insisted on 

the importance for the teachers to have a father’s love for their pupils, 

be ready to devote all their time and energy to them, and be as con-

cerned to save them from bad habits and vices as to dispel their igno-

rance. 

Naturally this new method met with a lot of opposition from 

the secular establishment and from the traditionalists.  John de la Salle 

found himself involved in a series of lawsuits and was obliged to close 

some of his schools (Does that sound familiar?).  But then the storm 

died down and the Brothers were able to resume their work. 

In 1717 John de la Salle resigned from his post as Superior of 

his congregation and afterwards lived like the humblest and most obedi-

ent of the Brothers.  He died two years later.  Pope Leo XIII canonized 

him in 1900, and in 1950 Pope Pius XII declared him heavenly patron 

of all school teachers.  This last move was well deserved because John 

Baptist de la Salle had already been called - and rightly so -  “the father 

of modern pedagogy.” 

Children’s Section: 

NEW TO OUR PARISH? 

WELCOME! PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

New parishioners are to register in the Parish. Please notify the Parish 

Office of any changes in address or phone number.  

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Email____________________________________________________  

_____I wish to receive a registration form  

_____I have an address change  

_____I am moving out of the Parish

Please cut out and return to Parish office or drop in the collection bas-

ket.   Thank you. 
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LatinoamericanaTranslation

Nuestra Biblia Católica Familiar

This deluxe padded cover Bible is a classic Spanish Edition featuring the popular
Catholic Latinoamericana translation.
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Padded covers and gold embossing, Stories of Christmas and Easter and
Presentation page
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of ____(quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped post
paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
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City ___________________________ State ___________ Zip _______
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Bible Revised Edition translation is the ideal Catholic
Family Bible.
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page edges. Only $79.99 post paid
C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost of
_________ (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
post paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____
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