
Parish Mission Statement  
Empowered  by  the  Holy  Spi r i t ,  we ,  the  people  o f  Ascension,  s t r i ve  to  be  un i ted  in  Chr i s t  

t hrough  worship  and prayer ,  grow in  Chri s t  through  God’s  word  and the  sacraments ,   

and  serve  Chri s t  in  one  another  by  shar ing  t ime,  ta len t  and treasure .  

T H I R T Y - F I R S T  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E

N O V E M B E R  3 ,  2 0 2 4  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 3, 2024 

Mark 12:28b-34  

Dear Ascension Family, 

Blessings of peace and good health! 

A story is told about St. John the Evangelist who was said to have spent his last 

years as an old man in the island of Patmos.  He was asked, “Why do you keep writing and 

talking about love?”  His answer was, “Is there anything else more important?”  Indeed, 

where there is love, there is God, for God is love. 

At the heart of the Jewish religion were the Ten Commandments given by God to 

Moses.  From these the rabbis had developed a list of 613 separate laws:  248 commands 

and 365 prohibitions.  Obviously no one could possibly remember all those laws in daily 

life.  Hence the rabbis vied with each other to formulate a “greatest” or most important law 

that would sum up everything God commanded. 

One of the most famous of these attempts was that of the Rabbi Hillel, a contem-

porary of Jesus, who undertook to summarize the whole law while standing on one foot. 

“What you yourself hate, don’t do to your neighbor,” Rabbi Hillel said.  “That is the whole 

of God’s law.  Everything else is commentary.”  

When Jesus was asked in today’s gospel reading about which is the first among all 

the commandments, he was being asked to give his opinion on a matter that occupied de-

bates among Jewish rabbis.  It was not merely an academic exercise.  It was a practical 

matter for an observant Jew.  With the 613 commandments to observe, it makes sense to 

identify which among all these is the most important and covers all the other command-

ments. 

Jesus’ answer was not new.  He quoted from the Old Testament.  The first is this: 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

mind, and with all your strength” (Dt 6:5).  The second is this:  “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself” (Lv 19:18).   Jesus puts  the  two commandments together and makes  
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them one.  For Jesus, love of God and love of neighbor go hand in hand; they cannot be separated, like two sides of the same coin.  The 

apostle John stresses this point in his First Letter.  He says:  “If someone says he loves God, but hates his brother, he is a liar; for who-

ever does not love a brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen” (1John 4:20).  True love of neighbor springs 

from true love of God.  On the other hand, there can be no true love of God which does not express itself in love of neighbor. 

 Moreover, Jesus reminds the Jews that “neighbor” is not just his fellow Jews.  Neighbor is not defined by race or religion.  A 

neighbor is a person in need.  That is the point of the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  The man who fell among robbers needed help.  The 

Samaritan was moved with compassion at the sight of the victim, presumed to be a Jew.  And we should recall how much the Jews and 

Samaritans hated each other.  But for the Samaritan in the parable, the fact that the victim was a Jew was beside the point.  A human be-

ing was in need, and he responded to that need. 

 In the 12th century, there lived in Spain a famous Jewish teacher named Maimonides.  Basing himself on the gospel reading 

today, he outlined eight degrees or steps in what he called the ladder of charity.  They are interestingly thought provoking and informa-

tive.  I will just mention the seventh, which says:  “The finest act of charity is to bestow it in such a way that the benefactor does not 

know the recipient, or the recipient the benefactor.”  In other words, true charity delights in doing good secretly and anonymously, and 

with no thoughts of recompense or gratitude. 

 I am reminded of a story about a man who was very generous to an orphanage.  He did not reveal his name or status.  The supe-

rior of the orphanage requested for his identity, but the man just said, “Sister, that is not important.”  But the Sister kept insisting, 

“Please, tell us who you are.”  “There is no need, Sister,” the man said.  “Please, tell us at least your name,” the Sister said.  “Okay, Sis-

ter,” the man said, “I will tell you my name, if you can tell me the name of the Good Samaritan.”  The Sister thought for a while, and 

then had to honestly confess.  “I’m sorry.  I don’t know the name of the Good Samaritan.”  “Neither do I, Sister,” added the generous 

man, “so just let us keep it that way.  If I were to tell you my name, you would feel indebted to me, and that would spoil it.” 

 Jesus knew that a lot of unhappiness and human sufferings is caused by the absence or lack of love.  Thus the commandment of 

love - for God and for neighbor.  But we have to love as Jesus has loved us - without counting the cost and without thinking of rewards. 

  

       Praying for you all, 

       Fr. Anacleto 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism 

2nd Saturday of the month @ 11:00 AM, Baptism Class is 

the last Saturday of the month preceding the baptism @ 

9:00 AM, pre-registration is needed, available in English & 

Spanish instruction. Please call the rectory to schedule, at 

least one month ahead of desired date. For further informa-

tion and for the requirements of the godparents, please call 

the rectory office. 

Confession 

Saturday @ 4:00 – 4:40 PM and by appointment 
 

 

Marriage 

Couple should contact the rectory office for information 

and registration at least 6 months prior to the date of mar-

riage. 

Anointing of the Sick 

Call the rectory to arrange for a Priest’s visit 
 

 
 

CHURCH OFFERING 
October 27, 2024 

1st Collection -  $5,544.00 

2nd Collection - $1,915.00    (Faith Formation) 
 

 

 

 

November 3rd - Church Maintenance 
 
 
 

Upcoming Collections 
 

November 10th - Fuel Offering 

November 17th  - Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

November 24th - Faith Formation 

November 28th - Thanksgiving Day Offering 
 

Online Giving 

If you are interested in donating online, please visit the parish 

website. Parishioners can schedule their contribution to be made 

weekly, bi-weekly or monthly. 

 

 

 
Religious Education Classes for Children 

Faith Formation Classes are held Sundays from 8:45 AM to 

11:00 AM. The classes run from September through June.  Reg-

istrations for Faith Formation are presently being accepted at the 

Rectory Office for classes from:  1st - 8th Grades.   Proof of bap-

tism is required for children who are being registered for the first 

time. For further information on registration please call the rec-

tory office at 718-335-2626.  
 

Volunteers needed:  Our parish is in need of volunteers for the 

Religious Education Program.   If interested please call the rec-

tory office. 
 

Religious Education Calendar 

Sunday, November 10th, no class   

Return to class at school on:  Sunday, November 17th  
 

 

 

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) 
Are you an unbaptized adult but want to be baptized in the 

Catholic church? Or, are you baptized non-Catholic who desires 

to be a Catholic? Or, are you baptized Catholic in need of the 

Sacrament of Confirmation? The Order of Christian Initiation for 

Adults is the place for you.    

 

For further information please call the rectory office at 718-335-

2626. 



  
Saturday, November 2

nd
 

 5:00  PM Joventino & Angeles Maranan  
 

 7:00 PM Parish Remembrance Mass 

  Cecilia Ortega, Esperanza Castro Ramirez, 

  Delfina Morales, Pedro, Jose & Asuncion 

  Merlo, Juan Carlos Lozada, Amando Pablo  

  Gracia, Maria Ramirez, Constantina Acosta, 

  Juan & Andres Acosta, Armando, Maria,  

  Reynaldo & Sonya Belmonte,  

  Ermilindo Arana, Teodoro Peneda 
 

Sunday, November 3rd   
  8:30 AM All Souls’ Mass Remembrance 

  People of the Parish 
     

10:00 AM Ascension Rosary Society (L) & (D) 
 

11:30 AM Martha & Bartley Barrins 

     

 1:00 PM Alfredo Alejandro Ramirez Morales  

  Octaviano Xochimitl, Eudoxio Xochimitl, 

  Catalina Oropeza, Petra Calderon,  

  Joventino Gallardo, Daniel Flores, Ema Ramos, 

  Florencio Flores, Concha Gonzalez, 

  Goria Ramos, Francisco Toxqui,  

  Fortunata Toxqui, Vicenta Xochimitl 

 

Monday, November 4th - St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop 

7:00 AM All Souls’ Mass Remembrance 

  Severiano & Florencia Madlambayan 
 

8:00 AM Herbert Irving 
 

Tuesday, November 5th  
7:00 AM All Souls’ Mass Remembrance 

  Val & Rachel Tavaris 
 

8:00 AM Hilaria P. Rosal 
 

Wednesday, November 6th  

7:00 AM All Souls’ Mass Remembrance 

  Robert & George Tavaris 
 

8:00 AM William Boetel 
 

Thursday, November 7th  
7:00 AM All Souls’ Mass Remembrance 

  Errol & Juliet Fern 
 

8:00 AM Fidelina Notario 
 

Friday, November 8th  
7:00 AM All Souls’ Mass Remembrance 

  Michael Mare 
 

8:00 AM Ferdinand Santiago (L) 
 

Saturday, November 9th - The Dedication of the Lateran  

     Basilica 

9:00 AM All Souls’ Mass Remembrance 

  Francis Jun Pascual 

  Elie Fornilda 

               Antonia Magbago 
Please pray for:   
  Deceased members of our families 

MEMORIALS 
                                       November 3  –  November 9 

 

 

 

 

Altar Bread and Wine has been donated 

In Loving Memory of 

   Parish All Souls Remembrance 

                   
 

                     Sanctuary Lamp will burn 

 for 

                      Antony George and Family 

                 

                      
         Altar Flowers has been donated 

                                 for 
(please contact the Rectory Office to request a flower memorial) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Altar Candles will burn 

     In Loving Memory of 

                              Marcelino Colago                                                     

      Requested by:  Colago Family 

 
 

Memorials are available, kindly contact Rectory Office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                       Pray for the Sick: 

Rosa Tan, Carmen Moredo, Sandra P. Carvajal. Julissa Mar-

tinez, Luis Arnulfo, Elizabeth Yee, Joel Rivera, Sursatti 

Shaw, Gloria Patricia Rios, Harold, Diego y Kennedy Go-

mez, Elisa Marquina, Maria Daulo, Jose M. Rosado, Karla 

Nicole Paredes, Romelia Arenas, Rubiela Arenas, Enrique Soto, Edu-

ardo D. Soto, Teresita Danseco, Evangeline & Victoria Danseco, Naza-

rette Serion, Nerissa Infante, Laura Kreft,  Shirley Ann Gundran, 

Avelina Quilung, Dennis Anthony Calimlim, Exelito Valencia, Boni-

facio Guingab, Margie Bulwag, Egbert Nuñez, Maria Dala Rosa 

George, Leticia Maranan, Denise Giglio, Beth Bagnol Enriquez, Cely 

DeBorja, Maggie Riego de Dios, Teresa Reale, Janet P. Cordi, Cristian 

Ardila, Rey Garcia, Susan, Elena Rivera, Lizzete Sanchez Ricardez, 

Aquino Zapanta, Evangeline Sotelo Montana.  To add names, please 

call the Parish Office. 
 

 

 

 

2024 Annual Catholic Appeal 

Called to Communion, Participation & Mission  

The 2024 Annual Catholic Appeal supports the mission of 

our parish and the daily work of the Church in Brooklyn 

and Queens.   
 

Once we exceed our goal, we will then receive 100% of all funds 

raised above this figure directly back to our parish for operations and 

improvements. Donations for this year are being accepted. Donate at 

Annual Catholic Appeal.org or text ACA to 917-336-1255. 

Summary Report as of October 28, 2024 

Goal:          $51,617 

Pledged:    $65,352.25 

Received:  $51,910.49 

To donate on-line: https://catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-appeal/

Checks can be made out directly to:  
Annual Catholic Appeal 

Diocese of Brooklyn P.O. Box 310 

Kensington, CT 06037-0310 

Remember, that no gift is too small. Thank you. 

 
 



Spanish Corner:   
 
 

El Sacramento del Bautismo 

Tenemos Bautismo en español el tercer sábado del mes a las 

11:00 AM La clase pre-bautismal será el sábado antes del 

bautismo a las 9:00 AM.  Se requiere inscripción previa para la 

clase y el Bautismo, lo menos con un mes de anticipación. 

Llamar a la oficina parroquial para más información y para los 

requisitos de los padrinos. 
 

 

 

Clases de Educación Religiosa Para Adultos 
La Orden de la Iniciación Cristiana de Adultos (OICA) son cla-

ses para adultos necesitados de recibir los sacramentos de Bau-

tismo, Comunión o Confirmación.  Las clases de OICA también 

son para adultos que no son Católicos, pero están interesados en 

ser Católico.  
 

Para información sobre el programa y atención en español, 

llamar al 718-335-2626, en el horario de día de lunes a viernes. 
 

 

 

Clases De Educación Religiosa Para Niños/Jóvenes 

Las clases de Educación Religiosa para los niños/jóvenes del 

primero a octavo grado toman lugar los domingos de 8:45 AM a 

11:00 AM de septiembre a junio.  Se requiere prueba de 

bautismo para todo niño registrado por primer vez.   Para mas 

información en español llamar al 718-335-2626, en el horario de 

día de lunes a viernes. 
 

 

 

Calendario de Educación Religiosa 

Domingo, 10 de noviembre, no habrá clase   

Domingo 17 de noviembre, regresan a clase en la escuela   
 

 

 

Campaña Católica Anual Del 2024 

Más que nunca, necesitamos su ayuda para difundir la luz de 

Cristo en nuestra ciudad y vecindarios contribuyendo a la 

Campaña Católica Anual del 2024.  Su participación lo une en la 

fe con otros en la iglesia para hacer buenas obras durante 

tiempos desafiantes con nuevas formas innovadoras:   
 

Haga su donación hoy en Annual Catholic Appeal.org o envié un 

texto con las siglas ACA al 917-336-1255.  Para donar en línea: 

https://catholicfoundationbq.org/ annual-catholic-appeal/    
 

Recuerden que cualquier cantidad será aceptada. Gracias. 

 

 

Registro Parroquial 

Si asiste a esta Iglesia le sugerimos que se regístrese como 

miembro de nuestra parroquia.  Formularios de inscripción están 

disponibles en la oficina parroquial.  Los sobres de donación 

vienen con registro y utilizándolos nos permiten darle un 

informe de sus contribuciones para fines impositivos.  Tener su 

nombre en nuestros registros es la única manera que tenemos de 

certificar que usted es un católico practicante, ya que tenemos 

que hacer para personas que se les pide que sirvan de 

patrocinadores (padrinos) de bautismo o confirmación. 

 

 

Día de los Veteranos  

El lunes 11 de noviembre, conmemoramos el Día de los Vetera-

nos.  El horario de Misa es 7:00 y 8:00 AM.    La Oficina Parro-

quial estará cerrada.   Favor de recordar a todos los veteranos y 

sus familias en sus oraciones. 

PRAYER GROUPS  &  DEVOTIONS 
Monday:  Miraculous Medal Novena 

Mondays @ 8:30 AM 
 

Tuesday:  Spanish Prayer Group @ 7:00 PM 
 

Wednesday: Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Novena @ 8:30 AM | Novena Mass  
 

Friday:  Holy Hour / Exposition & Benediction 

1st Friday @ 8:30 AM Mass 
 

Our Lady of Fatima | Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

& Black Nazarene 

1st Friday – Angelus | Rosary | Novena to Our Lady 

of Fatima @ 6:00 PM & Mass @ 7:00 PM  
 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group & Choir 

4th Friday 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

Saturday:  2000 Hail Mary 

1st Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

Lady of Mary Mediatrix of all Grace 

2nd Saturday @ 9:30 AM 
 

God the Father of All Mankind Devotion 

Prayer Group 

3rd Saturday @ 4:00 PM Novena (Church) 

followed by the 5:00 PM Mass 
 

Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group 

4th Saturday @ 4:00 PM Novena (Church) 

followed by the 5:00 PM Mass 

 

El Shaddai 

2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturday  

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (Lower Church) 
 

Sunday:  Ascension Parish Rosary Society 

1st Sunday @10:00 AM  
 

Religious Education Children’s Choir 

2nd, 3rd ,4th  and if applicable 5th Sunday @ 11:15 

 AM-12:30 PM 

 
 

CFC Christian Life Program* 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, and if applicable 5th Sunday 

@ 2:00 to 5:00 PM (Lower Church) 

    4th Sunday of the month @ 3:00 to 6:00 PM (Lower Church) 

    *     *     *     *     *     *     *  

Rosary Making Ministry   

                           To request supplies and/or pick up rosaries,  

                  please email: marie_panas@msn.com 
 

 

 

EVENTS / NEWS & UPDATES 
Veteran’s Day:  In observance of Veteran’s Day the Rectory 

Office will be closed on Monday, November 11th.  The Mass 

schedule is 7:00 and 8:00 AM.   Please remember all veterans 

and their families in your prayers. 

 

Healing after abortion:  The pain and sorrow of abortion does 

not need to endure for a lifetime.  A “Day of Prayer and Healing” 

offers the opportunity to experience the love and mercy of God 

and to respond to His invitation to begin the journey of healing 

the wound of abortion.  Upcoming date in the NYC area is:  No-

vember 9, 2024 (English).  For more dates, locations, and confi-

dential registration, or just to talk to a Sister, please call the Sis-

ters of Life at (866) 575-0075 (toll free) or email: hopeandheal-

ing@sistersoflife.org. 

 

Molloy University:  Undergraduate Fall open House on Sunday, 

November 17 |  Campus Tours begin at 12 PM |    Register at: 

https://www.molloy.edu/openhouse24 



Saint’s Corner: 

St. Charles Borromeo 

November 4 

Charles was born of a wealthy family in northern Italy 

in 1538.  At the age of 21 he graduated from the University of 

Pavia with a doctorate in civil and cannon law.  Soon afterwards 

he was called to Rome by Pope Pius IV, made him Secretary of 

State and piled up on him many administrative responsibilities. 

Charles worked hard to bring about the reassembling of the 

Council of Trent, which had been suspended ten years earlier.  In 

1562 despite great difficulties the Council was convened for its 

third and last session.  In 1563 the Council came to a successful 

closure and many of the most important dogmatic and discipli-

nary decrees of Church reform were passed.  After that Charles 

was asked by the pope to supervise the composition of the new 

catechism which contained the teachings of the Council of Trent. 

Finally, he was ordained a priest in 1563 and two months later 

ordained bishop and named archbishop of Milan. 

The archdiocese of Milan was an immense territory 

covering 15 dioceses.  It had been without a resident bishop for 

80 years and was in a deplorable state with priests devoid of 

zeal.  Upon taking possession, Charles immediately held provin-

cial councils and diocesan synods with the purpose of reforming 

the archdiocese by enacting the reforming decrees of the Council 

of Trent.  For the next 19 years Charles would prove the ideal 

shepherd, taking care of his people, correcting abuses, establish-

ing seminaries, founding hospitals, replacing unworthy priests. 

He himself set the example by living a life of prayer and auster-

ity.  Naturally he met a lot of opposition in his work of reform. 

At least twice his enemies tried to assassinate him. 

In 1576 one of the most horrible plagues of the century 

broke out in Milan.  Charles showed heroic self-sacrifice in the 

way he tried to help the sick.  Exhausted by all his incredible 

efforts, Charles Borromeo died in 1584 at the age of 46.  He was 

canonized in 1610 by Pope Paul V. 

Charles Borromeo had everything going for him:  a 

prestigious family, excellent education, power and money.  He 

chose to ignore all that and instead serve the Church.  He gave 

his life to make the Church better, and he made it better first by 

leading a holy life himself and then by encouraging others to live 

a holy life. 

Children’s Section: 

NEW TO OUR PARISH? 

WELCOME! PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

New parishioners are to register in the Parish. Please notify the Parish 

Office of any changes in address or phone number.  

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Email____________________________________________________  

_____I wish to receive a registration form 

_____I have an address change  

_____I am moving out of the Parish 

Please cut out and return to Parish office or drop in the collection 

basket.   Thank you. 



PAPAVERO FUNERAL HOME 
Family Owned & Operated for 5 Generations 

72-27 Grand Avenue  Maspeth, NY 11378 

 
 Ascension Faith Formation Classes 

Grades 1 through 8 
86-13 55th Avenue,  
Elmhurst, NY 11373 

718-335-2626        
718-335-4181

 

9876 Queens Blvd. S P1 
Rego Park, NY 11374 
718-897-3401

 Leo F. KEARNS, Inc. 
FUNERAL HOMES 

 
Family Owned and Operated Since 1900 

F.D.I.C. INSURED PRE-ARRANGEMENTS 
VISIT US AT WWW.LEOFKEARNS.COM 

61-40 Woodhaven Blvd., Rego Park 
718 441-3300 

Tenemos Directores de Funerales que hablan en Español

           GERARD J. NEUFELD, INC. FUNERAL HOME   Est. 1940  
      718-424-4000 

                                                     Serving Elmhurst~Jackson Heights~Corona  
Spanish Bible 

Latinoamericana Translation 
Nuestra Biblia Católica Familiar  

This deluxe padded cover Bible is a classic Spanish Edition featuring the popular 
Catholic Latinoamericana translation.   
Features: Gold-gilded pages, Scripture Readings for Our Wedding Day, 
Padded covers and gold embossing, Stories of Christmas and Easter and 
Presentation page 
Burgundy padded cover...........................  $56.99 post paid  
C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc. • 200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY  11704 
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______  to cover the cost 
of ____(quantity)  copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped post 
paid to: 
Name _____________________________________________________ 
Address  __________________________________________________ 
City ___________________________ State ___________ Zip _______ 

Fireside Catholic Heritage 
Edition Bible  

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American 
Bible Revised Edition translation is the ideal Catholic 
Family Bible. 
 
Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record 
section and Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded 
page edges.  

Only $79.99 post paid   
 
C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc. 
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY  11704 
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______  to cover the cost of 
_________  (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped 
post paid to: 
Name _____________________________________________________ 
Address  _________________________________________________ 
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 
And Let Them Know You Appreciate Their Support of the Parish Bulletin 

That’s the Best Way to Thank Them for Your Bulletin

• PRIVATE PARKING 
• PRE-ARRANGEMENTS 
• REASONABLE RATES 

Se Habla Español

Phone (718) 639-3623 
www.ibfoods.com 

Quality Foods

Open 7 Days A Week

#224 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com • geosk@aol.com

SINCE 1927

6900 Grand Ave., Maspeth
Joseph B. Papavero Joseph A. Papavero 
Kevin M. Papavero Bart J. Papavero  

www.papaverofuneralhome.com 
(718) 651-3535 

 
 
 
 

88-04 43rd AVE. 
ELMHURST

ROOFING, FOUNDATIONS, BASEMENTS, 
SIDING, CHIMNEYS, STEPS & WATERPROOFING

(848) 327-1310   www.actfastmasonryandwaterproofing.com

Fully Insured Licensed Contractors 
All work comes with warranty


