ASCENSION

Roman Catholic Church

86-13 §

" Avenue Elmhurst, NY 11373

Parish Mission Statement
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we, the people of Ascension,
through worship and prayer,

strive to be united in Christ
grow in Christ through God’s word and the sacraments,
and serve Christ in one another by sharing time, talent and treasure.

TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JUNE 21, 2026

From the Pastor’s Desk
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time

June 21,2026

Matthew 10:26-33

Dear Ascension Family,

Blessings of peace and good health! First of all, we would like to congratulate the children
in our Religious Education Program for the year 2025-2026 who made their First Holy Communion
last June 13, 2026. May God bless them abundantly. Our gratitude goes (o their parents. Their com-
mitment to nurturing their children’s faith at home and ensuring they attended their religious educa-
tion classes is a beautiful testament to their love for them. We are also deeply grateful to our reli-
gious education team - Sr. Genevieve, the catechists and volunteers, for their dedication and patience
in preparing the children to receive the Eucharist for the first time.

Receiving the Eucharist is not just a personal blessing. but a spiritual fuel mean to em-
power us to live out our faith boldly in the world, which is the challenge of the gospel reading today.

1 am reminded of a story entitled Tom Brown's School Days. 1t is about an English Boy’s
School. A new boy had come to the school. As he got ready for bed the first night. he knelt down to
say his prayers in a dormitory with twelve other lads. Tom Brown was among them. He turned just
iin time to see a heavy shoe sailing through the air in the direction of the kneeling boy’s head. Laugh-
ter and ridicule followed. For some time Tom could not slecp. He kept thinking of his mother and
the prayers she had taught him, prayers he had not said since coming to the school. The following
night he also knelt down to pray. The other boys were looking forward to making fun of the new-
comer again, but when they saw their idol, Tom Brown, on his knees beside his bed. there was re-
spectful silence. The courage of the newcomer and the courage of Tom Brown won for them the
respect and admiration of the entire school.

Fear haunts everyone. We all have a whole variety of legitimate fears. That is why three
times in the course of the gospel reading today, Jesus calls on his disciples not to be afraid. He is not
talking about fear in general. He is speaking about that particular kind of fear a Chri
he is called upon to say something or do something that shows he is a follower of
wanted his disciples to proclaim his message in the same manner as he did - without fear. “What I
say to you in the darkness, speaking in the light; what you hear whispered, proclaim on the house-
tops.” Jesus knew that in witnessing to and proclaiming his message, the disciples would face oppo-
sition, persecution and even death. But they were not to fear because God cares for them. To explain
himself, Jesus used the image of the sparrows. The sparrows are valueless creatures that they are
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sold for “next to nothing.” Yet each of them is under the watchful eye of the heavenly Father. “Not one of them falls 1o the
ground without your Father’s knowledge...you are worth more than many sparrows.” Thus the disciples should not be
afraid of what people would say or do to them as they carry out their mission.

In the twenticth century alone there are many examples of those who were not afraid to say something or do some-
thing that shows they are a follower of Christ. In 1902 a young girl in Italy by the name of Maria Goretti refused to be in-
timidated by a man who threatened to kill her because she refused his sexual advances. He killed her. Maria Goretti was de-
clared a saint by Pope Pius XII in 1950. Her mother and Alexander Serenelli, the man who killed her, were present at her
canonization. During the Second World War Maximilian Kolbe, a Polish pricst who refused to be intimidated by the Nazis,
bravely fought against Nazism and finally offered his life in exchange for a prisoner, a husband and father, whom the com-
mandant of the concentration camp had singled out for execution. Maximilian Kolbe was declared a saint on October 10,
1982.

These days we are in danger of being intimidated by anti-Catholic groups in our society. Pro-choice advocates
would makes us feel that we violate women's rights when we insist that abortion is an unspeakable crime. Like Tom Brown
we could be afraid to say our prayers in public square, to speak for our Catholic belief when it is mocked or ridiculed by
people like the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence.

Everyday we are confr d with situations and to abandon our Catholic beliefs. Fear paralyzes us not to
witness to Christ, to our Catholic faith because we are afraid of the smirks and sneers of others, we are afraid of losing our
worldly securities. How different St. Maximilian Kolbe and St. Maria Goretti, and countless other men and women like them
throughout history. They believed with conviction the words of Jesus in today’s gospel reading: “Everyone who acknowl-
edges me before others I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father.”

May we have the courage to bear witness to Christ at all times . God bless us all.

Praying for you all,
Fr. Anacleto

ENSURING A SAFE ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL
“The Diocese of Brooklyn has reached an agreement with the New York State Attorney General to enhance child safety measures. This agreement required up-
dated training for all clergy, employees, and volunteers who work with children. The new training is designed to provide valuable information to help adults ensure the safety
of children and adults during interactions.
If you are working with children in any capacity, please log in to your account at Virtus.org and complete any of the outstanding training items. If you have any
questions, please contact 718-965-7300 X6076.

AMENTS Online Giving
Baptism If you are interested in donating online, please visit the parish
2" Saturday of the month @ 11:00 AM, Baptism Class is the last Satur- website at www.ascensionparishelmhurst.org. Parishioners can
day of the month preceding the baptism @ 9:00 AM, pre-registration is schedule their contribution to be made weekly, bi-weekly or

needed, available in English & Spanish instruction. Please call the rec-
tory to schedule, at least one month ahead of desired date. For further
information and for the requirements of the godparents, please call the

rectory office. 'ESUS NEEDS JOU

monthly.

Confession ) - -
Saturday @ 4:00 — 4:40 PM and by appointment (Priestfy & Religious Vocations)
Marriage “Be not afraid.”

Couple should contact the rectory office for information and
registration at least 6 months prior to the date of marriage.
Anointing of the Sick
Call the rectory to arrange for a Priest’s visit.
CHURCH OFFERING
June 147, 2026
1% Collection - $6,620.00
2™ Collection - $2,179.00 (Church Maintenance)

Upcoming Collections

Do not fear how Jesus is calling you to build his
June 21% - Air Conditioning

June 28" - Peter’s Pence & Vatican Contribution Church. IF you are discerning your vocation, contact
July 5% - Youth Ministry the Vocation Office at 718-827-2454 or email: voca-
July 12 - Air Conditioning tions@diobrook.org




Saturday, June 20"
5:00 PM People of the Parish

Sunday, June 21% -

9:30 AM Emma & Rodrigo Rosado
11:30 AM  Panfilio A. Calma Jr.
1:00 PM Jose Irne Orozco

Julio & Rosendo Palacios
Esperanza Castro Ramirez

Monday, June 22" - St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop;
. John Fisher, Bishop, and

Thomas More, Martyrs
Joseph Cossentino

8:00 AM

Tuesday, June 23" -

8:00 AM Richard C. Stoike

Wednesday, June 24" - The Nativity of Saint John
the Baptist
8:00 AM Julia Apotheker (L)
Thursday, June 25" -
8:00 AM Elmira, Gloria & all deceased members
of the Tanoy Family

Friday, June 26" -
8:00 AM Mel Escobar (L)

Saturday, June 27" - St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop,
and Doctor of the Church; BVM

Felisa Buenviaje

Michael Alexander Tobar

8:00 AM

Please pray for:

Deceased members of our families

MEMORIALS
Junc 21 - June 27

. Altar Bread and Wine has been donated
& In Loving memory of
Emma & Rodrigo Rosado

Lamp will burn in
g Memory of
stellano & Cabreira Family «!»

Altar Flowers has been donated

In Loving Memory of
p (please contact the Rectory Office 1o request a flower

Altar Candles will burn in
Loving Memory of
Richard C. Stoike

Memorials are available, kindly contact Rectory Office

e

Pray for the Sick:
Rosa Tan, Lydia Go, Remedios Sioco Louie, Julissa Martinez, Luis
Arnulfo, Elizabeth Yee, Joel Rivera, Gloria Patricia Rios, Harold,
Diego y Kennedy Gomez, Elisa Marquina, Maria Daulo, Karla Nicole
Paredes, Romelia Arenas, Rubiela Arenas, Enrique Soto, Eduardo D.
Soto, Teresita Rustia Danseco, Evangeline & Victoria Danseco, Naza-
rette Serion, Nerissa Infante, Laura Kreft, Shirley Ann Gun-
A dran, Avelina Quilung, Dennis Anhony Calinilim, Exelito
?}3) Valencia, Bonifacio Guingab, Margic Bulwag, Egbert Nufiez,
* Maria Dala Rosa George, Leticia Maranan, Denise Giglio,
Beth Bagnol Enriquez, Cely DeBorja, Teresa Reale, Janet P.
Cordi, Cristian Ardila, Rey Garcia, Susan, Elena Rivera, Lizzete San-
chez Ricardez, Aquino Zapanta, Jose Luis Peralta, Antonio Miele,
Ruby Tan, Ben Gil, Jevonn Christoff Tan, Julieta Mercado, Renato
Mercado, Ivan Tasayco, Mario Tasayco, Ruth Dioguino, Margarita
Vasquez, Arlenc Mary Ruth Rustia-Songcuan and Hans Aristotle
Rustia, Jenny Chua, Wena Chua, Catherine Fraser, Victoriano Arroyo
Barrientos, Ernesto Tapia, Sergic Jensen Tan, Juliana Tan, Lele Uy,
Damian Rudy Hernandez Velasquez, Francen Ong, Maria Fe De Jesus,
Dina Mandap Niestempski, Lucia Vasquez and Marites Danseco,
Maria Lopez, Maithew and Mary DiGiorgi, Jose Luis Peralta, Angela
7. Reddin, and Alba Lucia Vigoya. To add names, please call the Par-
ish Office.

2026 Annual Catholic Appeal
One Church. Diverse Ministries. United Mission.
The 2026 Annual Catholic Appeal supports the mission of our parish
and the daily work of the Church in Brooklyn and Queens.

Once we exceed our goal, we will then receive 100% of all funds
raised above this figure directly back to our parish for operations and
improvements. Donations for this year are being accepted. Donate at
Annual Catholic Appeal.org or text ACA o 917-336-1255.

Summary Report as of June 15,2026
Goal:  $56.228.00
Pledged:  $34.814.00
Received: $17.695.00
To donate on-line: htips g o
appeal/Checks can be made out directly to:
Annual Catholic Appeal
Diocese of Brooklyn P.O. Box 310
Kensington, CT 06037-0310
Remember, that no gift is too small. Thank you.




Spanish Corner:

El Sacramento del Bautismo

Tenemos Bautismo en espaiiol el tercer sibado del mes a las
11:00 AM La clase pre-bautismal serd el sibado antes del
bautismo a las 9:00 AM. Se requiere inscripcion previa para la
clase y el Bautismo con un mes de anticipacion. Llamar a la
oficina parroquial para mds informacién.

Clases de Educaciéon Religiosa Para Adultos

La Orden de la Iniciacion Cristiana de Adultos (OICA) son cla-
ses para adultos necesitados de recibir los sacramentos de Bau-
tismo, Comunién o Confirmacion. Las clases de OICA también
son para adultos que no son Catolicos, pero estan interesados en
ser Catdlico.

Para informacién sobre el programa y atencién en espafiol,
llamar al 718-335-2626, en el horario de dia de lunes a Sibado.

lases De Educacién Religiosa Para Niios/
Joévenes

Las clases de Fducacién Religiosa para los nifios/jovenes del
primero a octavo grado toman lugar los domingos de septiembre
a junio. Se requiere prueba de bautismo y acta de nacimiento
para todo nifio registrado por primer vez. Para mas informacion
en espafiol llamar al 718-335-2626, en el horario de dia de lunes
a Sabado.

Horario de Clases para Septiembre 2026

Todos los estudiantes inscritos en las clases de Educacion
Religiosa deben de estar en el edificio de la escuela (86-37 53
Ave) alas 9:00 AM. Asitencia s a las 9:15 AM seguido por
Oracién, lectura del Evangelio dominic
serdn de 9:30 AM a 10:45 AM. Después de clas
11:00 AM los estudiantes recogen sus libros y caminan hacia la
Iglesia con sus maestros para la Misa de 11:30 AM, Misa de
familia. Después de la Misa los nifios son despedidos y pueden
ser recogidos por sus padres.

Garantizando un Lugar Seguro Para Todos

La Diccesis de Brooklyn ha llegado a un acuerdo con la Fiscalia
General del Estado de Nueva York para reforzar las medidas de
seguridad infantil. Este acuerdo exige entrenamiento actualizado
para todo ¢l clero, empleados y voluntarios que trabajan con
nifios. El nuevo entrenamiento estd discfiado para proporcionar
informacién valiosa que ayuda a los adultos a garantizar la
seguridad de nifios y adultos durante las interacciones.

Si trabaja con nifios, inicie sesién en su cuenta en Virtus.org y
complete de los de

pendicntes. i ticne alguna pregunta, comuniquese al 718-965-
7300 X6076.

PRAYER GROUPS & DEVOTIONS
Miraculous Medal Novena
Mondays @ 8:30 AM
Spanish Prayer Group @ 7:00 PM
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Novena @ 8:30 AM | Novena Mass
Friday: Holy Hour / Exposition & Benediction
1 Friday @ 8:30 AM Mass
Our Lady of Fatima | Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
& Black Nazarene
1* Friday — Angelus | Rosary | Novena to Our Lady
of Fatima @ 6:00 PM & Mass @ 7:00 PM
Parish Choir Practice
3 Friday 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM (Lower Church)
Divine Merey Devotion Prayer Group Choir Practice
4" Friday 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM (Lower Church)
Religious Education Children’s Choir
2 3% 4™ and if applicable 5™ Friday @ 5:00 PM -
6:00 PM (Lower Church)
2000 Hail Mary
1 Saturday @ 8:30 AM
Lady of Mary Mediatrix of all Grace
2 Saturday @ 8:30 AM
God the Father of All Mankind Devotion
Prayer Grou
3Saturday @ 4:00 PM Novena (Church)
followed by the 5:00 PM Mass
Divine Mercy Devotion Prayer Group
4" Saturday @ 4:00 PM Novena (Church)
followed by the 5:00 PM Mass
El Shaddai
2" and 3“Saturday
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM (Lower Church)
Youth Ministry
4" Saturday
1:00 PM - 4:30 PM (Lower Church)
Ascension Parish Rosary Society
1% Sunday @9:30 AM (Church)
CFC Christian Life Program*
1%,2, 3", and if applicable 5" Sunday
@ 2:00 to 5:00 PM (Lower Church)
4"Sunday of the month @ 3:00 to 6:00 PM (Lower Church)
Rosary Making Ministry
To request supplies and/or pick up rosaries,
please email: marie_panas@msn.com

Monday:

Saturday:

Sunday:

Religious Education Classes for Children
Class Schedule for September 2026
All students enrolled in Faith Formation classes are to be at the school
building (P.S. 211Q Grand Avenue) at 9:00 AM, 9:15 AM Attendance
General opening prayers/Sunday (‘mpcl reading and sharing
:30 AM—
10:45 AM—11:00 AM students gmher their belongings
11:00 AM students and teachers walk to the Church
:30 AM Mass with parents
After the Mass children are dismissed and can be picked up by parents.

Registrations for Faith Formation are presently being accepted at the
Rectory Office for classes from: 1 - 8" Grades. ~ Proof of baptism and
birth certificate is required for children who are being registered for the
first time. For further information on registration please call the rectory
office at 718-335-2626.

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA)
Are you an unbaptized adult but want to be baptized in the Catholic church?
Or, are you baptized non-Catholic who desires to be a Catholic? Or, are you
baptized Catholic in need of the Sacrament of Confirmation? The Order of
Christian Initiation for Adults is the place for you. For further information
please call the rectory office at 718-335-2626.




Saint’s Corner:
St. Anthony of Padua
June 13

Itis a long-standing tradition in the Church that, when  we
lose something, we pray to St. Anthony of Padua and he will help us
find what we lost. Experience probably tells us that such a prayer often
produces the desired result. Why exactly is St. Anthony supposed to be
the finder of lost articles? We do not really know. The only story about
Anthony which could have connection with this strange cxpertisc of his
is contained in the Chronicles of the Twenty-Four Generals of the Fran-
ciscan order. There it says that one day a novice ran away with a valu-
able book, a collection of the Psalms, which Anthony had been using
Anthony prayed for its recovery and the novice was so frightened by a
sudden apparition that he brought the book back.

Whether that story is true or not, we will probably never
know. Fortunately, though, there are a lot of other facts we know about
Anthony which are even more remarkable. We know, for example, that
he lived only 36 years but that he packed those 36 years with great
‘many achievements, while becoming a saint as well. In fact, he was so
universally recognized as a saint when he died that Pope Gregory IX
canonized him only 11 months later. No saint before or after him was
canonized so quickly.

thony received a good early education and at the age of 15
joined the Augustinians. Later when the bodies of the first Franciscan
martyrs were brought from Morocco to Portugal, he was filled with
intense longing to be a martyr. To realize his desire, he transferred (o
the Franciscan Order. Right afier that he was sent on mission to Mo-
rocco to preach the Gospel to the Moors. But soon a serious illness
forced him to return to Europe. The ship that carried him back to Portu-
gal was driven off its course by a storm and landed in Sicily. From
there Anthony made his way to Assisi, where his Order was holding a
general chapter at which St. Francis of Assisi himself was present.

In Assisi. Anthony’s superiors discovered by accident his
extraordinary eloquence as a preacher and his great knowledge of Scrip-
ture. So they sent him to preach throughout norther Italy and southern
France. Anthony became famous almost overnight and successful in his
preaching tours. Crowds flocked to hear him. When congregations
overflowed the churches, Anthony preached in the public squares.
Moreover, Anthony was given the assignment of professor of theology
to his own Franciscan brothers, the first person to fill such position. He
also taught theology in the universities of Bologna, Montepellier and
Toulouse. Aside from preaching and teaching, he was also appointed
local and then provincial superior in the Franciscan Order. However, he
then obtained from the Pope the permission to be excused from holding
any other offices 50 as to devote all his time and energy to preaching,
the apostolate for which he was so eminently qualified. So Anthony
moved to Padua and henceforth concentrated on preaching.

Anthony gave so much of himself in all his preaching that his
health finally broke down. Afier having preached a course of sermons
during Lent of 1231, Anthony dies of exhaustion on June 13 of that year
at the age of only 36

NEW TO OUR PARISH?
WELCOME! PARISH MEMBERSHIP:

New parishioners are to register in the Parish. Please notify the Parish

Office of any changes in address or phone number.

Name

Address

Phone:
Email,

T 'wishto reccive a registration form
___ Thave an address change

L am moving out of the Parish

Please cut out and return to Parish office or drop in the collection
basket. Thank you.

Zu%ar{ah,JoMard Haeth- TheCatbolckideon




PAPAVERO FUNERAL HOME L
www.ibfood:
Family Owned & Operated for 5 Generations
72-27 Grand Avenue Maspeth, NY 11378 yM a5
Joseph B. Papavero 718) 651-3535 Joseph A. Papavero S 7
Kevin M. Papavero (718) 651-. Bart J. Papavero 5300 ik Ave Mt
com Open 7 Days A Week

Ascension Faith Formation Classes
Grades 1 through 8
86-13 55th Avenue,

Elmhurst, NY 11373 Leo F. KEARNS. Inc
718-335-2626 FUNERAL HOMES
718-335-4181 Family Owned and Operated Since 1900

ED.LC. INSURED PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

}l VISIT US AT WWW.LEOFKEARNS.COM

remier l rlnﬁng 61-40 Woodhaven Blvd., Rego Park
* 718 441-3300
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« PRIVATE PARKING

88-04 43rd AVE 7 8-424-4000 N PHE-SAglRANGEMENgS
ELMHURST Serving Elmhurst-Jackson Heights~Corona R ot sy

Spanish Bible N
Latinoamericana Translation

Nuestra Biblia Catslica Familiar

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT =
At HOME or AWAY
* GPS « Fall Alert + 24/7+ 365 Monitoring
Ambulance + Police « Fire + Family/Friends

3¢ MDMedAlert”
As Low As $1 9 A g w

No Contract - No Fees - E-Z Setup - md-medalert.com CALL 800 867 7250 6 T Church Buliein, in.

nclosed please find check/money or

Fireside Catholic Heritage Elsa R R
Edition Bible paan

The Catbl Herege Edion nthe New Amerca s
evsed dition translation s the ideal camo\u: G
ity State zZip

= G-

Bte
Cathoic Lainoemercana tansiton
Features: Gold-gided pages, Scrpture Readings for Our Wedding Day,
Padded covers and gold embossing, Stories of Chiistmas and Easter and
Presentation page
Burgundy padded cover. «. $56.99 post paid

Bl Sieet i Bbyion, NV {1704

? ser the cost
7B, 10b6 Shpped pod

Famwy
Features: Our Catholic Femy, iy Record
se\mognd Burgundy padded cover with goid-gided
Only $79.99 post paid
[C/0 The Church Bulletin, Inc.
[200 Dale Street » W. Babylon,
Enclosed please find checkimoney orderfor$____ to cover the cost o
(quantit) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
post paid to:
Address
City State Zp
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